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Headquarters will be the Hotel Syracuse ® 
Come in a FRANKLIN if you can, but COME if you have to walk 
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Maybe somebody knows who first 
used the appellation Classic to de- 
note a period of autumobiles or, 
perhaps more accurately, a school of 
outward automobile design. Whoever 
he was he surely set in motion plenty 
of contentional uproar. We _ had 
shared along with many mediocre 
scholars the idea that the word 
classic had some sort of Greek origin 
and in general indicated top 
excellence in most anything, but 
particularly literature and sculpture. 
This second field evidently was the reason for applying it to 
automobiles for, while no doubt, many an advertising script 
writer referred to the car of his account as a “poem”, this was 
not gencrally the accepted idea of a motor car. We have 
wondered who decided that this or that bit of literature was 2 
genuine classic just as we now wonder what makes an 
automobile a classic, or more exactly who decides it belongs 
in that group. To use a pretty tired expression we have always 
been able to take our classics or leave them. We admire many 
so called Classics but have utterly failed to reach that stage of 
fanaticism that can practically send its devotees into a rock 
an’ roll swoon over the placing of a spare wheel. Because of 
our immunity we can offer the following bit of quite elemen- 
tary research with what we hope is not too obvious a smirk. 

It seems that the present word Classic is derived, not from 
the Greeks, but from the Romans. While it has long been used 
in its presently accepted meaning it actually derives from the 
Latin word Classicus, this means a person, not a work of art, 
who was at the top of the local heap in wealth, and in nothing 
else! 


Hubbard has written us a much too brief article on the plece 
of Franklin in the Classic field. Perhaps some of the blame 
for its shortness may be charged to us, for we have harried 
him into finishing it and getting it to us. Our own small 
experience should have taught us that many months are ne- 
cessary in the preparation of any lengthy worthwhile article. 
We had hoped tor a really all out treatise on this interesting 
subject. but will have to settle for quality rather than quantity, 
which, needless to say, is always a better bargain, though we 
had hoped for a combination of both. 

We think that Hubbard has managed a difficult task in that 
he has struck an entirely different approach in a much written 
over field. We would think that no matter how sated a reader 
may be by the so many Classic stories he would find a refresh- 
ingly different outlook in this short study. 

An editor, it seems to us, either accepts the viewpoint of 
his writers or he takes means to indicate his differences in 
opinion. We think the time rusted comment, “The opinions 
expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the Editor”, is pretty weasly, especially that 
squirmy word, necessarily. Where we definitely disagree with 
an opinion or a statement we will, in Hubbard’s words, stand 
and be counted. 


We thought, as did some others, that the Philips Body Story 
(October i938) was a particularly interesting discourse on the 
details of custom body building. We let some mistakes get 
through, as we have done before and will do again. Mr. Philips 
referred to LeBrun, probably he meant LeBaron or Brunn of 
iBuffalo. Mr. Philips’ comment that his company produced the 
first collapsible four door body has been challenged. It was 
our error in calling this job a convertible, Mr. Moore later 
informed us that it should have been described as a cabriolet. 

Mr. Moore also states that a number of minor items about the 
car itself are incorrect; parking lights should be combined 
with headlights, not mounted on the windshield posts; the 
headlights shown are wrong; the gasoline tank should be rear 
mounted and there should be a visor over the windshield. Mr. 
Moore also tells us that the little car could really scat when 
it was stepped on 


Way back somewhere Franklin used an invented word 
“roadability” that well described some features and abilities 
of the car that were hard to explain without otherwise lengthy 
of words. 

We have made it an editorial policy that when there is a 
conflict, “readability” must take precedence over static and 
sometimes stuffy rules. As within our own four walls we 
harbor a dedicated English scholar, who takes a pretty dim 
view of some of our writings, we have little or no excuse for 
much of the stuff we print. In fact, we have found it adviseable 
to sneak copy out of the house and let the finally printed 
version come back as a quick but merciful shock. 


We are doing our best to present the Franklin story in an 
accurate and, we hope, an interesting manner. We do not, 
however, suggest our publication as a standard textbook for 
_— I]. If that be treason to the profession, make the most 
oT it: 


Awhile ago we happened to have copies of THE BULB HORN 
HORSELESS CARRIAGE GAZETTE ANTIQUE AUTOMOBILE and 
AIR COOLED NEWS all laid out in a row on our work table 


for comparison. Sure we occasionally steal ideas, don’t the 
rest of you editors? It suddenly dawned on us that all the 
major club magazines, as well as ours, use essentially the same 
type style for their cover titles. A quick check showed that 
a goodly handful of the Regional publications also use this 
style. It’s attractive but it’s getting monotonous. 

So we are going to escape from this chain gang with 
something a little different. we are one of the newer clubs 
anyway. 

If we were not the junior among these clubs we would 
suggest that the rest of the outfits change their headings 
and leave us alone in the field for HHFC seems to be the 
only club with Dutch connections and the type face in 
auestion originated in Holland. 
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Thank you lam e 


“Yielding to heavy pressure from my many friends, I have 
reluctantly decided.....” Politicians from precinct level to aspir- 
ing Presidents have all used that lying old wheeze. So with 
time honored precedent behind me, I can certainly say that I 
have been “urged” to write this tale of an early Franklin 
experience. 


Though it was a smidgeon less than fifty years ago, The 
Franklin Trek, from which we have borrowed a name, seems 
to be pretty completely lost in the dust. There was a brief 
pamphlet distributed by the company telling of that run but, 
for reasons I cannot rationalize, I do not have a copy and have 
been totally unsuccessful in .inding one during these later 
years. 


While I would be depending on memory and to some degree 
just guessing in trying to tell of the run itself, I do recall that 
it was primarily a run to introduce, with due stage setting, the 
1910 line of barrel hood cars. Qne of the impressively big H 
Tourings was chosen, and as that was the one and only year 
when the characteristic vertical stripes were used, they 
naturally selected one of 
those. These unusual 
stripes plus the fact that 
the H in 1910 had a con- 
siderably bigger, fatter, 
and more imposing barrel 
than previous ones, made 
it a car that no one 
missed. The mission, as l 
recall it, was to drive this 
car into the Capitols of 
the Original Thirteen 
States in as many days, 
accompanied by as much 
publicity and hoopla as 
could be arranged. In 1910 
the run was no small feat 
in its basic coverage and, 
as any real old timer will 
know, when runs of that 
1ature were made, they 
were always bolstered by 
aitempts to lower inter- 
city times on the course, 
thus giving added lustre 
to the event and a direct 
boost to the dealers along 
the way. 


Franklin, very wisely, put 
this car under the com- 
mand of their top pilots. 
At this late date I can no 
longer recall the whole 
team, only the names of 
Lee Hoffman and Clay- 
ton Carris come firmly 
to mind. 


Earlier, I mentioned that I could not quite understand why 
I did not still have one of the booklets of this run. In 1910 I 
would have been a pretty young buck, so it seems hard to 
believe that I did not have such a souvenir when I had the 
glamorous good fortune to accompany the Trek car on one leg 
of the run. Perhaps this would be better to say that it was one 
leg of the return trip to Syracuse, as the Thirteen States had 
been traverscd and the particular run was one of those inter 
city record tries. 


Baltimore, Washington and my own town of Cumberland 
were right kindly toward Franklin. it was good territory. So it 
was quite natural to give those folks a little something to brag 
about to their prospects by seeing if a new record could be set 
from Washington to Cumberland. It seems to me that the 
original Trek run came to an “official” end in Washington. 


It was probably friendship more than any real need for a 
pilot that caused Clayt Carris to telegraph Father asking him 


to come to Washington and ride the Trek car back to Cumb- 
erland. Nowadays it sounds funny to wire such a message but 
we did not seem to use the telephone for ordinary matters very 
-often. Anyway, the brief message sufficed. Father was willing 
at any time to sacrifice his business when the clarion call to 
high duty was sounded. This, of course, was such a time. 


My Father was not of the time or the school that dribbled 
nonsense about being a “Pal” to his children. But in the field 
of automobiles we were an almost inseparable team. Clayt 
knew this, so I was naturally included on the wire. 

The B&O took us to Washington: Then we hustled down to 
a restaurant along the waterfront to meet the rest of the crew, 
have a little luncheon and to find out just what it was all 
about. The grand big wagon was sitting out in front of the 
restaurant. At that early day no one had learned to say “park- 
ed”. It was grand, it was big, it was imposing, but it had been 
washed, polished and bore no signs of its thirteen state safari. 
I think I was disappointed, it seemed to me more fitting that 
it should show its wounds and scars, received in honorable 
roadwise combat. 


I certainly no longer 
recall the name of the 
waterfront cafe but I do 
distinctly remember eat- 
ing oyster stew while 
avidly listening to the 
plans and arrangements, 
as well as hurried snatch- 
es of the Trek story. L.E. 
Hoffman and C.S. Carris 
were there. Lee Hoffman 
was to drive while Father 
and I were guides and 
observers. As was then 
the usual custom in such 
affairs, Western Union 
would take over the tim- 
ing and authentication. 
I’m none too sure of the 
mechanics of how WU 
handled their part but it 
seems to me that our act- 
ual start was made from 
this restaurant with a re- 
presentative of the tele- 
graph folks right there to 
slap us on a_ fender. I 
could not accurately give 
the hour of our departure 
but I do very accurately 
remember our elapsed 
time and average that was 
given us at our final 
checking point. But that 
will come later. About a 
million bumps later! 


With the official nod from: WU we took off from downtown 
Washington. Lee Hoffman as helmsman, Father as mate and 
navigator, both ensconced on the front seat while I sat in 
grandeur for all to see on the expansive tonneau cushion. 
Carris, for reasons that I very soon found out, took the B&O 
and headed West to meet us at Cumberland. 


We were taking a route that was just about the same as 
US 50 today. As we passed the outskirts of the Capitol, Lee 
began to let the car out. I guess it took only about six miles 
and sixty walloping jolts to understand why Carris “didn’t 
want to crowd me on the back seat”. Long, long before we hit 
the hills I had transferred to the jump seat behind Lee and 
found myself thanking the designers who had supplied a stout 
brass robe rail! 


This was forty-nine years ago and it will take real oldtimers 
to remember, with any clarity, the true road conditions of that 
day, and it will take not only a true oldtimer but a mountain 
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Here are a few West Virginia Thank you Ma’ms of those days. The gentleman 
standing in the road is the late Milnor Roberts of Cumberland, an ardent Franklin 
man of Round Hood days 


Taken a year before the run this shows in process of elimination by laying large 
sewer tile across the road, one of the worst Thank you Ma’ms I ever saw. 

Maybe I should not try to explain this picture. It will be hard for moderns to 
understand. The man in the middle of the road is my Father who was personally 
paying for this improvement to a public road, miles from his own home. He was 
only one of many early motorists here and elsewhere in the country who gave 
—- assistance. In these so different days it is hard to understand this reverse 
subsidy. 

One day about a mile from here the car in the background had slid off the road 
into the ditch, a gully really, and landed almost upside down. Some work to retrieve 
it. Did we sue the County; We did not in those days. With a better driver it 
wouldn’t have happened. We helped improve the road instead. 
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man to have any conception of back country mountain trails. 
We took no pictures, we did not even have a camera with us, 
our mission was the fastest possible transit between Wash- 
ington and Cumberland, there would be no stops not forced 
upon us. The several pictures we are using with this story 
were taken in that general area and at that period but not while 
on the run. I hope that they can give some conception of the 
trail we travelled and why we were insufferably boastful about 
our finally posted time. 


Maryland was to achieve early recognition for the excell- 
ence of its roads, long before many bigger and richer states 
recognized their value, but in 1910 even Maryland was a bit 
primitive in their road engineering and we were traveling not 
in Maryland but in Virginia and West Virginia. I do not think 
the most loyal citizen of either of those fine states would claim 
much for their highways in those days. 


Engineers recognized that hilly roads must be drained, but 
in 1910 their idea of how to do it was not advanced a whit from 
the method David Shriver used in building the National Road 
nearly a century earlier. 


Ditches dug diagonally across the roads did the job. They 
didn’t fool around in their digging, a trench maybe six inches 
deep and then the spoil was piled as a berm on the down side. 
Wow! until the day the last one of these was levelled drivers 
argued as to which way to cross them, frontal attack in line 
with the road or a swerving so as to hit the ditch at right 
angles. It really didn’t make much difference, they were neck 
and spring busters at any angle. Combine these with occasional, 
pretty frequently occasional, rocks of wash tub size that had 
rolled into the road last Spring or maybe forty years ago and 
you had something a bit below the rating of speedway. Right 
now I can’t recall the name the road builders had for these 
ditches but we called them, in these parts at least. “Thank you 
ma’ms”. 


Hoffman had a sort of “Damn the torpedoes” attitude toward 
these killers. Lee expressed his disdain more with the throttle 
than with the wheel. I can’t even remember if he was a “swerv- 
er” or a “smacker”, but he drove with an iron fist. Sporting and 
all that, but kind of hard on glassware and passengers. 


We were leaving Washington by way of Falls Church rather 
than the northerly and more usual way of Bethesda. It was 
several miles shorter along our chosen route by Leesburg and 
also we avoided the probability of some delay at White’s 
Ferry across the Potomac. Probably it was a worse road as 
most people traveled the Bethesda line. 


Our general course was westward to Falls Church, to 
Leesburg, to Berryville, then Winchester and into West 
Virginia through Augusta to Romney. Here we swung north 
thiough Springfield and Frankford into Cumberland. 


I have no log or data on intervening times, indeed there was 
no thought of taking notes, on that wild ride we were well 
content with staying in the car at all. My main recollections 
are of the more violent incidents as we went along. Earty 
flyers spoke of flying “by the seat of their pants”, neither 
Hoffman nor his crew “flew” that way, the times when the 
seats of our pants were in contact with leather were few indeed. 


Somewhere shy of Berryville was our first and loudest 
crashing and tinkling of the trip. Lee was charging up a grade 
in middle (we never said Second Gear then, it was always 
“Middle”’) when he was outguessed by a bump and the wind- 
shield collapsed, one rod bent and most of the glass gone. 
By really good luck no one was cut, but we had to do some- 
thing about it. A stop and a gingerly removal of all the 
shards and remaining glass, probably by pliers. I no longer 
remember. Of course this contingency had not occured to us, 
so no one of us had goggles for the remaining many miles 
without a shield. This added very little to our comfort. The 
odd angle of the frame gave a sort of leering look to the car. 


Somewhere along the line one of the big square sidelights 
fell off, while I hustled back to pick it up Father took off the 
other one and both were just dumped on the floor to rattle 
around and bounce into my legs the rest of the trip. It never 
occured to us to stop for two minutes and stuff these under 
the back seat. 


Next a support to the vacant jump seat broke. A victory 
for one more water break. We put up with this for awhile and 
then had to stop and in some fashion rope it down. At that 
time a bit of rope was a universal “accessory” in any cross 
country car. 


A typical West Virginia road of the area and the period of 
this story. The author has ridden in the car pictured but after 
all these years can no longer identify it. Who can? 


This is, of course, not the actual Trek car but is a catalog 
picture of a 1910 Model H with the characteristic striping used 
that year. As the author recalls it the Trek car did not have 
a top but did have a windshield. 


This picture was taken not many miles from Cumberland and 
shows a stretch of very good road. On surface like this Lee 
Hoffman would really tramp on it. The picture is through the 
courtesy of Mr. Herman Miller of Cumberland. Mr. Miller is 
widely known for his remarkable collection of historical 
photographs of this vicinity. 


Through all this wild bouncing there was never, throughout 
the trip, any complaint from that faithful old engine, and why 
I don’t know, but we came through without a broken spring, 
not even a small leaf. And, something not to be bypassed light- 
ly in recounting a trip in those days, no tire trouble at all! 

continued on page 22 
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Ten 


200 miles in 4 hours, 22 minutes 
Averaging 45.78 MPH 
E. A. Witte of Camden, N.J. 


331 miles in 7 hours, 33 minutes 
Detroit to Grand Rapids and return 
Averaging 43.84 MPH 

C. E. Messmore of Detroit, Michigan 


501 miles in 10 hours, 48 minutes 
Averaging 46.38 MPH 
Will Wisegarver, Champaign, Illinois 


773 miles in one day 
Over Illinois roads, starting from 


Champaign. Two prospective buyers 
4 Qe had never before driven a 


Franklin, alternated as drivers. 


288 miles in 6 hours, 58 minutes 


WallaWalla, Washington to Portland Oregon 


Averaging 41.30 MPH 


C.J. Wallingford, WallaWalla, Washington 


478 miles in 11 hours, 15 minutes 
Averaging 42.48 MPH 
Dr. Durham of Louisville, Kentucky 


683 miles in one day : 
20 hours, 30 minutes actual running 
time 


E. C. Hunt, Jr. of Flushing, New York 


3518 miles in seven days 
Averaging over 502 miles per day 


E.L.H. Stevens of Flushing, New York 


The October issue for last year contained an article by Carl Doman concerning 
the Series IOC. Mr. Doman chose as his subtitle, “A Leader in Performance”. This 
list of cross country runs made by Series 1Os in the hands of owners and dealers, 
in widely scattered areas of the country, seems to justify his selection of a title. 


This data from company files came to us through member Charles R. Smith of 
Cabin John, Maryland. Older drivers will appreciate these runs for what they were. 
Many of our younger drivers were not yet driving, Franklins or any other cars, in 
23 or 24, to these we respectfully suggest some study of road conditions prevailing 
in those years, rather than the instinctive comparison with the road averages of 
recent years. 


Despite the many dedicated scoffers, Franklin was for many of its years, the 
fastest long distance road car of its time. The Hatch Affair, the splendid race story 
by member Leonard Miller in last June’s ACN is a typical example of Franklin 
ability where the roads were rough and the miles were many. There is little 
question that the powerful McFarlan would have well dusted Johnny Banks and his 
little 9B in a short race over a good road. BUT the race was not short and the 
roads were not good. 


10,265 miles in 24 days 

Averaging 428 miles per day 

Ora Zimmer of Champaign, Illinois 

778 miles in one day 

Over California and Oregon roads 

Rupert Larson of Los Angeles, California 


402 miles in 10 hours, 12 minutes 
Syracuse to Ottawa, Canada and return 
Charles Huddleston of Syracuse, New York 


432 miles in 10 hours, 30 minutes 
Louisville to Cincinnati to Indianapolis to 
Louisville 

Averaging 41.14 MPH 

E. G. Coffey of Louisville, Kentucky 


455 miles in 14 hours 

Canastota, New York to McKeesport, 
Pennsylvania 

Dr. G. M. Pierce of McKeesport, Pa 


Across the Continent in 13 days 
Syracuse, New York to Stockton, 
California. Total of 3720 miles. 
Averaging 286 a day. 

Car just delivered, brand new 

E. P. Llewellyn of Stockton, California 


All these runs were made in Series 
10s prior to March 1924. That is 
thirty five years ago. 

They warrant your respect. 


They are still in the woods. Eugene Klineburger, a member from Bellevue, 
Washington recently hauled in this pair. Sort of a sun porch effect on that Vee job 
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Stout 


ince member James Beal has moved into the state of 
Washington from down in Texas, he has become 
increasingly active in HHFC matters. Some time ago 
Jim wrote that he, with a few others, were planning 
a short Franklin Tour for the coming season. 

Our recent letter to Jim asking how the plans were coming 
along brought this encouraging report of progress; 

“During the period covered by your inquiry, considerable 
progress has been made in the preliminary work directed 
toward establishment of the initial activities. The background 
information has been surveyed and the functional structure of 
the component parts of the cognizant organization has been 
clarified. 

Considerable difficulty has been encountered in the 
selection of optimum methods but this problem is being 
attacked vigorously and we expect that the development phase 
will proceed at a satisfactory rate. In order to prevent 
unnecessary duplication of previous efforts in the same field, 
it was necessary to establish a survey team which has conduct- 
ed a rather extensive examination of facilities in the immediate 
vicinity of the proposed territory. 

The Steering Committee held its regular meeting and 
considered rather important policy matters pertaining to the 
over-all organizational levels of the line and staff responsi- 
bilities that devolve on the personnel associated with the 
specific assignments resulting from the broad functional 
specifications. It is believed that the rate of progress will 
continue to accelerate as additional personnel are recruited 
to assist”.* 


* We haven't done a damn thing this year either!......Ed. 


Right soon after the above facetious remarks were written 
we receivd from Jim Beal the news of the disaster that 
overtook a group of antique and classic car people in Seattle. 
Most of the various old car journals have carried some news 
of this event so we will not again report it in any detail. In 
this fire which struck the garage and warehouse of Mr. Harold 
R. Musolf, very active Horseless Carriage member of Seattle, 
welve fine cars were eliminated, nine of these belonging to 
Mr. Musolf including four fine Fords. Two Franklins were 
list, one belonging to Jim Beal and the other to Bob Reeves. 


What is really worth recording are a few extracts from Jim 
Beal’s subsequent letters to us. 


“It?s really amazing the way people have phoned in or 
dropped out to the ruins..people who own or did own Franklins 
I have a bunch of new names to add to my local owner list 
plus a few clean Franklins of pre-1930 vintage to advertise in 
ACN....it will be several months before I get the majority of 
Franklins located in this district....1 have been offered a 1930 
Franklin coupe by the local HCCA president..without checking 
closely Mr. Dahl bought the car primarily as a parts car for 
his 1927 boat tail roadster..this next weekend I’ll be out at the 
ruins helping put a better roof on the storage shed...cleaning 
up debris and sorting out some five or ten thousand nuts, bolts, 
screws and fittings from the three buckets of cinders and 
broken glass that I carefully saved where all my parts bottles 
broke...quite a mess. 


....Musolf is rebuilding his storage shed and I’m still going 
to store my stuff there..Everything is working out as well 
as could be expected.... 

....The tour will go on as planned....Mr. Klineburger got 
the remains of Mr. Reeves’ car....Klineburger has been 
promoting HHFC out here also and is interested in forming 
a Regional Group.” 


Jim Beal closes his last letter on the subject with these 
words. “The Tour will go on as planned..... . 

it is member Beal’s hope that the planned Franklin Tour 
will spark a region in those parts. If all our members up there 
are of Jim’s caliber it will surely go through and will certainly 
challenge our other fine groups. 


Fella 


Our inside rear cover picture shows Jim surveying his once 
splendid 1930. This “Morning After” picture is a heart twister. 


Scenes before and after the fire 
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T he very fine article in the October 1958 issue of “Air 
Cooled News”. entitled “The Franklin Series IOC” written by 
former Franklin engineer Carl Doman, brought back “behind 
the scenes” memories of the early 1920's, which the writer 
feels should be shared with all former Franklin employees 
and present Franklin owners and boosters. 

Perhaps Carl and some of the others will remember and 
agree that, to many of us at the factory in the days which 
preceeded and led up to the Series [OC, there were plenty 
of interesting experiences. 

The H. H. Franklin Manufacturing Company may have had 
its short comings in some of its policies but in other ways 
it was very much up to the minute. For example, every 
engine coming off the production line served its time in the 
in” room. This area contained a number of engine 
mounts lined up in pairs facing each other. When a new 
or raw engine came off the production line, it served its 
time on these engine mounts in two steps. First, it was 
connected crankshaft-wise with another motor on the facing 
engine mounts and driven for a certain length of time. 

Second, it was started up and did it’s stint as the motive 
power to rotate another new or raw engine. At the end of 
the second run-in period, the engine was ready to be placed 
in a car chassis and start down the assembly line. 

The assembly line was another modern feature in the factory. 
Here the Famous Franklin Automobile took form right before 
your eyes. By means of a slow-moving chain mounted flush 
with the floor, a chassis was hooked onto the chain at the start 
of the assembly line, moved slowly down the line while parts 
were being added to it and finally came off the chain at the 
other end a finished product, ready for the road test described 
elsewhere in this article. 

Prior to the existance of the Research Laboratory mentioned 
in Carl Doman’s article, experimental engine work was carried 
on in the “Dog House”, a small one story wood building that 
stood in the factory yard surrounded by the huge factory build- 
ings. For all the world, it really did have a slight resemblance 
to a “Dog House”. This building housed three complete and 
separate Dynamometer test stands, so that three engine tests 
of various kinds could be carried on simultaneously. Young 
student engineers, such as Carl and I, all did our stretch in 
the “Dog House” as part of our factory training. We assembled 
production engines, ran them in and set up various tests for 
purposes of determining how much abuse they would take and 
still keep running. 


When we were not busy on the Dynamometers taking 
readings or making adjustments, we might be assigned the job 
of painting the inside wall and roof of the “Dog House”, spell- 
ing off the road test boys in the factory or any other odd jobs 
that came along. Incidentally, management was very consider- 
ate in those days, the early 1920’s. When a wear test was org- 
anized, certain student engineers were assigned the day shift 
and certain others the night shift, and the single boys were 
assigned the night shift in pairs. The married boys got the day 
shift. (Hours were - Day shift 6 AM to 6 PM, and night shift 
6PM to6AM.) You see,a wear test meant running the engine 
continously twenty-four hours a day, day in and day out, until 
it had turned over the equivalent revolutions to 10,000 miles or 
went to pieces somewhere along the line. When I say “went 
to pieces”, I mean just that. Once an engine developed a pro- 
nounced knock, none of us stood at the side of it. I have seen 
more than one engine throw it’s parts all over the “Dog House” 
when it set-up or went to pieces. 

Our pay envelopes in those days contained $24.00 for 
five and a half days work (7:20 AM to 5 PM with an hour off 


- 7 meat of this fine article 


for lunch Monday through Friday and, 7:20 AM to noon Sat- 
urday) and I never heard any of my fellow engineers say they 
were hard put to it to make both ends meet-which you hear so 
much these days. 

It might be interesting to know that every Franklin 
automobile that came off the assembly line in those early 1920s 
was given a thorough road test by two drivers. Here’s the 
way it worked. The test drivers always operated in pairs. 
They would gas up two cars, hang on license plates and start 
from the factory, out West Genesee Street to Fairmount Cor- 
ners, left on Fairmount Road by the Sanitarium, down San- 
itarium Hill across the valley, up Arsenal Hill to Jamesville, 
right at Jamesville on the Apulia Road until the speedometer 
read twenty five miles. At that point they stopped, checked 
a huge number of items listed on the test card, crawled under 
the car and tightened any loose body bolts., etc., and then 
changed cars The return trip to the factory was made over 
the same route. Upon reaching the factory, each test driver 
checked the .card again, adding such items as he found over 
and above those found by the other driver on the outbound leg 
of the test run. By the way, just for the record-we didn’t even 
have time for a “coffee break”. Each pair of drivers was 
expected to go through this road test four times a day, that 
meant 200 miles of driving daily, plus all the checking that 
had to be done. 


One such of the “other jobs” mentioned earlier in this article 
were the rugged road tests conducted by or under the super- 
vision of our loyal friend, the late John Burns. One of these 
road tests went out Indian Reservation way to a point near 
Cardiff* where the route crossed the valley and climbed the 
west hill up a rough, steep, narrow dirt road. I vividly 
recollect a cold, blizzardy day when Carl Doman took 
me over this route for the first time. The snow was so deep 
and drifted that we struggled on this hill until we broke the 
tire chains. During part of the struggle, perhaps Carl will 
recall that I was at the rear of the test car, pushing and heav- 
ing, while being pelted by snow kicked up and thrown by the 
rear tires. By hook or crook, we managed to make the hill 
and continued South to Vesper. There we stopped at a garage 
and were lucky enough to get another set of chains so that we 
could buck the road to Syracuse. 


o much for the days prior to the Research Laboratory. 
Here again we lived through tests and experiences that were 
tough enough to try the patience of Job, but persistant Carl 
— to it even when I thought further experiments were use- 
ess. 

When the Research Laboratory was first activated, Charlie 
Grimes was the Research Engineer and his assistant research 
engineers were Carl and I. Its purpose was just what the 
name implied-a place where research work could be performed 
on any engineering developmental ideas toward improved per- 
formance and on all new components for internal combustion 
gasoline engines which the company received from outside 
sources. Thus, we were the recipients of all new fangled ideas 
and parts. Our responsibility was to try them out on the 
Franklin engine mounted on the Dynamometer test stand first- 
if they did not improve the performance nothing further was 
done. If they showed a possible improvement, the new part 
would be assembled to the Research test car and road tested. 
Meanwhile, we were being prodded continuously by topside 
engineering brass (Stellman, Texada and Marks) to increase 
the Horse Power of the engine. Just to make the prodding 
more difficult, this increased Horse Power must be accom- 
plished without changing the bore and stroke and the valve 
diameters. : ; 

A hectic search and a rash of pleading letters failed to turn 
up any pictures of the Dog House, either inside or outside. 
So we will just have to forsake better layout and enjoy the 
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We tried every conceivable idea we could dream up to accom- 
plish this assignment. Carl hooked up a temperature indicating 
meter connected to thermocouples at thirty-four different 
locations on the engine. Then we made exhaustive tests with 
different carburetor settings. From the Corning Glass Works, 
we ordered sets of glass pipe inserts to be mounted betweer 
the exhaust ports of the cylinders and the exhaust manifold. 
By darkening the laboratory,the color flame of combustion 
of cach cylinder could be observed. One fact was brought 
out in this flame color test. Not all six cylinders were getting 
the same gas-air mixture from the carburetor. Developmental 
intake manifolds of different sizes and shapes were made and 
baffles were inserted to divert some of the rich mixture away 
from cylinders 1, 3, 4, and 6 and toward numbers 2 and 5. You 
see, a reddish colored combustion flame indicated a rich mix- 
ture while a thin blue flame indicated a lean mixture. 

Throughout the seemingly endless tests we made, our boss 
Charlie Grimes was constantly at our elbows, working with us, 
encouraging us and making suggestions and, above all, backing 
us up in everything we did. In short, he was a pillar of 
strength to spur us on when test after test did not seem to 
indicate much progress. 


nother very interesting series of tests were made in 
the Research Laboratory to prove the performance ability of 
the Franklin Air Cooled engine under extreme heat. Extra 
heating coils were installed in the Laboratory until we could 
maintain 130 F, regardless of outside weather conditions. This 
test proved two things. Number One was that the engine came 
through with flying colors and delivered consistently good 
Brake Horsepower. Number Two was that the engineer con- 
ducting the test suffered under the extreme heat conditions. 
This was to a great extent due to the fact that this series of 
tests were run in the winter, which made the great temperature 
differences hard on the engineers. Some days the outside 
temperature was o deg., factory was 70 deg., and the lab 130 
deg. F. Try that sometime if you want to undergo a real strain. 
Typical of the wear tests was the Carburetor Air Cleaner 
Test. Two production engines were used. Attached to the 
carburetor air intake pipe of one was an air cleaner manufact- 
ured by the United Air Cleaner Company, Chicago, Illinois. 
Incidentally, it can be clearly seen on the October 1958 issue, 
pages 14 and 17, which carry a picture and a cutaway view of 
the IOC engine. No air cleaner was attached to the carburetor 
air intake pipe of the second engine. Both engines were run 
at 1500 RPM- equivalent to 30 miles per hour road speed under 
full load with wide open throttle. Every hour a spoonful of 
sand was poured into the Air Cleaner of one and another spoon- 
ful into the air intake pipe of the other engine. 


The United Air Cleaner used centrifugal force as its prin- 
ciple of operation for cleaning foreign particles from the air. 
It consisted of a circular housing which mounted to the car- 
buretor air intake pipe and whose outside diameter was larger 
than the air intake pipe. In the housing on a vertical bearing 
was mounted a free turning paddle wheel or fan shaped device. 
Air was admitted at the top through a screened opening and 
was sucked down past this paddlewheel by the intake manifold 
partial vacuum. As it rushed against the paddles, the wheel 
started to rotate. With increased throttle opening, the air 
increased and caused the rotary speed of the paddle wheel to 
increase. As the air was thus whirled outwardly from the 
center axis, the heavier or foreign particles in the air were 
thrown out and dropped down to the road instead of being 
drawn into the engine. 

The engine equipped with the air cleaner finished the test 
quiet as at the start. We removed the oil pan and found clean 
oil with no trace of sand. The engine without the air cleaner 
did not finish the test. Soon after the test got under way, .it 
developed bearing knocks. These increased rapidly and, long 
before the equivalent of 10,000 miles had been run, one of the 
bearings became so hot from scoring that it seized and threw 
parts of the connecting rod through the side of the engine base. 
The clear cut results obtained from this test went a long way 
toward convincing engineering that air cleaners were a very 
essential and necessary part of the engine. 


T hus, it was that a certain day in 1924 started off like any 
other day in the Research Laboratory. A man by the name of 
Powell, whose home was in Utica, had sent in a muffler for us 
to test. Upon examination, it proved to be quite an ingenious 
assembly of sections, all six inches in diameter and approx- 
imately three inches long. Some of the sections were blanks 
and some were baffled. However, its method of assembly 
was such that all sections were interchangeable. We connect- 


ed it into the exhaust line of our test engine and started a test. 
When all parts of the engine had reached stable temperatures, 
we opened the throttle wide and loaded down the engine. 
Within a very short time, temperature started to drop. This 
continued until back firing set in at the carburetor. You see, 
what had actually happened was that this new muffler was not 
building up back pressure on the exhaust side of the engine 
and therefore, was letting all the heat of combustion out . Now, 
a whole new era of experiments were opened to us. Since 
the muffler was capable of letting out greater quantities of 
exhaust gases than our present intake system was feeding it, 
we were free to increase the size of the carburetor 

We opened our doors to carburetor manufacturers since the 
Wilkinson carburetor presently in use was working up to it’s 
capacity. After months of experiments, we came to the con- 
clusion that the Stromberg carburetor was the best suited for 
our engine. 


Our research lab car, which incidentally looked like a Pack- 
ard of the early 1920s, became our home on wheels. We made 
various iypes of intake manifolds until we arrived at one that 
fed the Stromberg’s gas air mixture the best. Then, we found 
the exhaust manifold got so hot it melted. Here again, we 
redesigned the exhaust manifold, enlarging it’s dimensions 
to take the increased volume of exhaust gases. This same 
procedure was followed throughout the entire exhaust system 
until we came up with an engine that put out the increased 
Brake Horse Power made possible with a larger carburttor 
and an exhaust system that did not build up any back pressure. 

Having completed the laboratory and road tests, we drove 
the car onto the chassis dynamometer to obtain the useful 
Horse Power delivered at the rear wheels You can imagine 
the satisfaction we felt when the test figures showed an increase 
of 08.7% in useful rear wheel Horse Power. Here, we finally 
had the answer ready for the engineers who had been on our 
necks continuously for increased power and we had accomplish- 
ed it without changing any of the basic dimensions previously 
mentioned, namely bore, stroke and valve diameter. 

To re-kindle the memories of some of the events that took 
place behind the Scenes in ¢he early 1920’s has been the driving 
force behind this rambling article. It is my sincere hope that 
more of the former Franklin employees be they engineering, 
production, office or any other factory or sales personnel, may 
be bitten by the bug and send in stories for the “Air Cooled 
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William Gale wrote us a story he called ‘Behind 
the Scenes. This was a recounting oj the Dog House 
days when he and Car! Doman, under the Captaincy 
of Charlie Grimes were fighting through the many 
tests that contributed so mucit to the final develop- 
ment of the magnificent later engines. 

We wrote Mr. Doman in the hopes of getting 
some pictures of this testing work, or at least an 
outside picture of the famous Dog House. We did 
not mention a word to Carl about Bill Gale’s story. 
We were so struck by the remarkable similarity in 
these two independent papers written after all these 
years that we felt both should be published together. 

The part that has gone befcre was by Bill Gale, 
what follows is by Carl Doman. 


. = post card of March 19 asks something I can’t do - 
furnish you pictures of the Franklin Dog House (wear test 
laboratory and the later lab (research laboratory). However, 
possibly word pictures will do, as I know of no photographs. 
Unfortunately, January 1, 1932, by orders of Mr. McEwen, the 
bank undertaker, the Franklin engineering research laboratory, 
the wear test laboratory, and the beautiful machine shop all 
passed out of existence. Tractors pushed down the walls and 
photographs, records, etc. were destroyed. It seemed then 
that a few employees who had received so much from Franklin 
cared nothing beyond the weekly pay envelope. 


continued on page 16 
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Sho Franklin 


begin, let me say now that I will stand up 
anytime and be counted as an admirer of the 
O grand classic style-the clean functionalism,the 

long sweeping fenders, the wire wheels, the big 

hoods and beautiful headlamps, the look chrom- 
ium has only when applied on solid brass, the aroma and feel 
of fine leatherandsoon. And frankly, taking things asa whole, 
the Franklin was never on the top rung of the ladder in res- 
pect to these more visual aspects of classic cars. For ex- 
ample, the sweep of a Frayklin fender, while good, yet would 
never rate it as an automotive Brigitte Bardot! of the classic 
era. That title would have to be reserved for something like 
the L29 Cord which won the international concours d’ elegance 
in 1929. In my opinion, this car and the 1940 Lincoln Contin- 
ental Convertible Cabriolet2 were about the most beautiful 
looking classics that ever bounced four rubber tires on paving. 
But that is about all that could be said for them. Mechanic- 
ally, they were both turkeys. 

Duesenberg, in my opinion, would stand as the most univer- 
sally accepted ideal of a classic car. It’s hard to imagine that 
there would be any classic car fancier who wouldn’t admire a 
Duesenberg. Of course, different characteristics are given 
different relative values by all of us For as large size com- 
bined with smoothness and quietness of operatio~ are qualities 
wanted most, then the Packard V-12 could easily be the favor- 
ite marque.s And so it goes. Each classic car man has his 
own ideals that are quite real to him, though it is probably 
true that much of his thinking is based.more on sentiment than 
on anything tangible. 

Franklin was a combination of unusual features and design 
theory that made a distinctly different sort of car that 
appealed strongly to some, not much to others. It’s appeal is 
always limited among those who are not familiar with Franklin 
theories of design. “Aircooled ! yes, but so what ?”, is a natural 
reaction. Of course, the Classic Car Club of America has given 
the Franklin a rating of “Full Classic” with the sole exception 
of the Olympics, which is as it should be. 

The point made so far is that I am a lover of classic cars, 
all of them, and most particularly the Franklin. It’s a long 
way from being the most dramatic looking classic, but so is 
the modern Porsche, with its soup spoon styling, far from 
being the “best looking” sports car. But among well informed 
people, you'll hear no scoffing remarks about a Porsche, only 
recognition that it represents one of the really high water 
marks in automotive history. Well informed people accord 
the same recognition to Franklin. 

And so, while glamour was not its main forte, never-the-less 
there were some really handsome custom jobs turned out by 
Franklin, and these are what we are going to consider now. 

As a rule, styling-even in the good old classic days-is at the 
expense of utility. Take the Dietrich Speedster. Basically 


it is a four door sedan, but anyone will agree that it is much 
better looking than the regular production four door sedans of 
its day. Why? well, its sporty lines come from a body that 
is no wider at the rear than at the cowl, and the close coupled 
body adds a feeling of balance which is lost in the standard 


1929 Model 135 Sedan-Compare position of rear door to 
same on the Speedster 


sedan where the body extends well beyond the rear wheels. 
Another point, referring to the picture of the Speedster, focus 
your eyes on the top of the trunk; now move up to the bottom 
edge of the fabric top, and then follow that line to where it 
moves up again to the window sill line, and then across this to 
where it goes up again to*the level of the hood. See what 
happens? There’s Ray Dietrich doing a masterful job of em- 
phasising one of the most important elements of the classic 
design, the long, massive hood, suggesting great power and 
speed. If you'll refer to the pictures again, you will see that 
the hood on the production sedan is exactly the same, but now 
the focal point has become the great expanse of glass and 
pillars of the windows. The Dietrich’s effect of power and 
speed is lost. 

Now, utility wise Dietrich. reduced the width of the rear seat 
so that it is suitable for only two instead of three, the doors 
are narrower so that it is not as easy to get in or out, and the 
vision isn’t as good either . The rear quarter window is gone 
entirely and the back edge of the rear door window has been 
inclined forward to balance with the windshield, cutting vision 
still further. That beautiful canvas top isn’t as durable as the 
stee] panels of the sedan, a lot of the leg room in the rear com- 
partment is gone and some of the head room has been whacked 
off as well, but Oh, was it worth it! Despite all these short- 
comings. even the normally very conversative Franklin cust- 
omers liked it enough to buy it in such numbers as to warrant 
its transition from a strictly custom built job costing $800.00 
more than the regular sedan to almost a production model cost- 
ing a mere $200.00 more than the standard Airman sedan in 1932. 
(For an additional $150.00, the Speedster could be had as a true 
convertible). Speedster bodies were built in Chicago, apparent- 
ly by a firm that served as a subcontractor for Dietrich An 
interesting detail about the Speedster was that it had a rear 
end ratio of 4.25, even higher than the Olympic’s 4.3, while the 
regular production sedans were 4.54 and 4.73. 


1. This author obviously never knew Mistinguett!.....Ed 


2. Strictly the author’s opinion. We think it was a turkey, 
period.....Ed 


3. For once we agree.....Ed 


4. Certainly a true comment..... 
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1932 Series 16 Airman Club Sedan. Owned by member Charles M. Daniel of Long 
each, California. 


1934 Series 14 Airman Club Sedan - This is an extensive restyling job of the 
Series 15-16 body. 


: pe Oh, ee Oe 
ee par eae See ae Da 
‘ “ 5 Sreeee Tae Me ea Baor ke Same aos 
cs, 2 ee a re ee oe) «47 
j wer RN Aoe oe ee saa is ya Re a ae e. s ee : YS aie : Fi ee ee Be ee, p 
. 4 ~ or 7 pe ee te AO ema oe x &; pac ; is a a 4 Oye E eg ae % sir ag Bet 
a A Em, as <s  Gee or. Fee ea ee = st 4 : eet 
meas oan + ; : a 
. sas 
bi a : dy Ripe Ie Be ei stages — 
ee 2 we ee 1. ar 
x ea : ge ee Wiis 29s |) ee ak ings Y i J re < 
* = ee ee tee ag eS eee a 
Be ; cee. eh, ig” ea my : Se, eS Bes pa ) 
5 ae mere Sh . Peace: ge i 
: ie: #4, ' a % a fi es op % eS ‘ al ro Sy z, : 
a 4 rie. “i ee sie es 7 Ne 7 a ~ . . > Pry a ag 
aa ‘ me : ' cae is ee ’ “ o> ; j i 
2 i % fe. . a , 4 ‘s Hs 
a re : Py. i a A 4 x wala a AE nme : ae ; 
5 “ag & al Cae ee : $ Jey —omeet Mid ear aaa eens ae . 
ay, ae ee” I = We 3 re emer OTT Rea ie | 7 “Sr gr Raa a 
toe: San @ a i ‘ys te aif fo oe ee: i eT 14 a 
a a cs 4 * EY Wie . re ik » fa oe So aes | eee ; 
a F “ | q 7 oa g ‘ is Were by “lh aoe Sn J za 
oe Puet j t ‘ 2 3 a 4 & bc ¥ . = ad ens a io Ms ag 
° ; en Lan eh ee PTS * VPN ee Fee a wd ok, i: : 2) oe \ i enn he . * 
: ° aed = : \ oh “and cent * 8 7 Per agin ° 5 RRM ss fas B26 ' 
= ot a mee = . ener on et ode Hees ap ; i i es tae we 
‘ ae ons hee — pee = es roan Gao? 
te, geet Game! cis 2 Ee ms ST - © a Si : 
ey he a ae At ee nrc ANNI Cer si ad lee 
e t y {i > | ~—e 7 : eight ’ . ~ . 7h EM jem Sa Bede te . pS ct 4 
* ae _¥y 7 ae } rh, : : ss 7 ‘“ i 3 ee ‘3 % 
|e , 2. : , \ an 
q : you ie - " +> on f -7 Cote 4 cc 
” 4 ‘fens ” } . x . } * 5 a } 
‘4 LG i) “2 ' : { : { ‘ ~ 4 ik . 
ct a i > on a . = “ J iy a ‘ 
et SS . a XN wat eee iJ " ; 
oe D> <i ri _— | ‘ FS: : 
; ¥ r ee j H v ft eae | 2 mt i 
Ri ais \ Si Fae — ac. ann Ve : 
y VAS r ae Se j ; Past : ae j Sens i ey. es a ii 
zits , +) Eph sy a Ad pao a 4 “ ane Bi 3) dl ” a i 2 a r " 
% fs chaste : hee ue a. oS ae a eo. Se Wie 
a j eee Ss Saae aes ig q ee a, Re: ; (ca LS a Wee Use vi . 
eee tr ae Bah) i’ oka paar. | ie toy : “oie ie ee Ss 1 . x q 
* aire a ics <a a ae nn ;  . ae Ve 4 
hile ie rs pO " ee N - & _ ‘ er — meet: he 4 4 
7 ; — . . ee 5 Fy a ie a “ee 4 ne Tt catgute — p 3 
' ee ' 4 z : = * ae : bee ————— — " 2. 
Jane for on a ne ais * al Lak ton esi sg Fy - 
Pac. Fre! iciesis laos % 5 ) fo AS, pete: ieee ea anal ‘ a b ‘ ‘ : 
4 2 ane ie a : Pate. cg aa: or. i ce ee aS an e © an cicati — ss we 
j - . ak a Bee ak . Bec. wl ee é 
oar n + oe ie os i eS 3 ies ie is is - - “ 
oa ae ee eae eee - eee , 
‘ . 2 eee fae Boe a a « i 
a 2 = AA 2 a eae TO Sa taro A Rin ¥ > 2 
ae eee ee tae — Bh) sat er at : 
ae 1) ae a ft bp 
; a Sarr ee! Cemmence 23 yc eee 5 : ’ Se peat 
2 a es , is - 4 is Serra, ‘. Me 6 
ao) ; Se ae r 1 es mr 
peer ee Papi Z ¥. ee ; sg ~ . 4 
. er eet ee ey a ect eee ee : ies Pee : oe 
p i aainitiaaa ee ee ee Ne ae ee ee es RS Cae a Se 
; alee ae me : 
e ¥ ‘ > P ed > ~ . TT Y’ 
Ss aca * * 8 et hig vies a ‘ . 
; ES oe =, teal eae = : s.r ea onan > ike” gg . , — ' 
* x ~ es a ae ie < Me ous a aay * ag cs AR ae * ae) ee fi ‘  P 
i rs Me a “Sen ie i a. a) 2 Ree Bn cant ot eee het, y : 5 aed is be Y bis 
ae . <a is TRS eg oe Sey - BB ea Zs. 5 : "eh... i 5 ee 
; ’ cae. a eg ines 7 \ " Sa ge os e " iad ‘ — Sine ; pe aot 
ao Se Pe “Sp a Pi > eee ot -. ne _& f° ; ae pre *y x Bas 2. ne, * ne ae 
ae c a <8 ae tee oe wih ce? hee + aa ve bef ee ee eek Pe pew Oe Sa 7 eee 5 arn. 4 Z 
aa ca eb. a a Se F i “ey ae ee ag 2 ee, ee ae > eo ea i eee: ‘ - 
ee eS a ye Dg, ae ee. a iene ral Rt eee \ ee RE ie a ae 
eee A gas, ee ~ tie, re he ys aa | Oe en ie ee y ae ns Pe ee oe 
A, tgee ok pie ame» Fier a Nd hae ‘al ‘gate TS o As ORS a Xe ay ea i: bie rortes. foe 2 
WCBS) oie 4 ¥ i calls WA Set. Se ae a ne m 4 Py i) wee 7 i a ot ee tf 
a Ee, ge a . pee Og Rs Pi a a See 4 
. 3 git Poe es Bae : Pe. so «ape _ wt He DV! Mbeg ’ A. a / ' ao Eee pee 2 S 
% a 4 ~e | ae Siar. ee. ee ee be i wees o Sees, Pee. a Le we pak mae 4 
fi ~ i we 3 4 ee. ba ale ih tye ‘ Litas morn : oie ey ats sy A F he! ee < * eee ¥ 
: eS, ean © og. kPa eS : 
; ‘igs a ai: Fe ee ee re ere” : met” me. «OS ek 
te 3% gh : ae oe Is eae Seg . : Re a « ANE A, tel <a 
; vie 2 x ‘ at ee see a , = a " ae, 
SS a “ Br i” ng Le ci Beg 1 ss q). . > hs . 
, ee ee ger eee 1 Sa § ee = a ae 
a 1 a ed eee? fo 9 ene ah. . ieee iy “pe Mal — = a sla “sn af a ‘ne 
ria Se eg eg oe. ae Cie ee 2a ) ae Se pa a ee: rt tie ol we 1 ee - BE) Hl i Nee ‘ 
f ee - ee es. F, ia 3 Sa a a Ht oo ee a se ae ee 3 
ae me . oe aoe i Bee 2 ae Bae es ee A). Coe 
; SE oe ee , el ey eet eet wt a Re) te, ee oo Se “yg fae 
: . me ——; pe Eee Nef ire PA dete) ech a a ie - ot aes he oe 
is ce Sea Crees Oh ee te pr aa ae * ee me . “= 
. ha ” YO ar _ecemm o as < fdas ~ a a, ee Of ag ¥ 
F —— 4 —— —_—— f 2 some a ieee — af ale Bis =  s 
“ a Se Spee a | 
: ae & j ee: cores . ? Eee eee Ee cera ts mika . a ae ce “| 
‘ ‘i >i = ER tga ae a | ene s cee . si A ee See ssi a tas 
: : een amma ).  .~ —— ee Re tn ‘ Pe, ae oor eae at Pes y 
, a oa la i. iia. TG iia, a ae. 2 ee 
; Be? ns ‘ * ees Se L ee” ~ ie OR oa a -. % f (o. e 
t. J t " ‘ b. % SS Laie ies oe = ee = ee 
i‘ oar ' ve <— rs a. ee i. ‘ a . a ee a 
i a ,. “> Ware ; 4 get) ie es igen 5 
nes ae 7 am eee 3 Naw LF ty; So ae Ty ae Be y “he ¥ 
ae Pee" ee Fe tiy " \ 4 FS o's a : eee Dees: . 5 : 
. — - si... ey wl 7 ae te be .* 25 Sa 4 ; a 
eas a = ie Pee, td 3 - “A a oe ‘ae er” ee iB as Es { F aes de, SF *{, ~ 7 a 
' isa: al + Sees es, aaa ese open ee ae Ee af eee vom a See ye ae 
5 ie pe = Ress is i 4 eS Rares See SS ae we | ae me |S an — ~. 
a eo Pie se See ae | Ra ees oe ae | re ae Soot ton vag 
3 Nee) ae oe Pea . RO ae Be: et i: oe F’ ey his i Gee Te 
“ites a Se OP eel Ne ae ee Fase, (er . ae =f ‘ir Pig a pees a ae 
ee gos i i : ie? = : ' ; ee cee a 
_ — -— =e xe . 
: ies == } — aaa seinem ae 7 nO é Ag aa j ae fod ERP, - j 
: & — Ree ws ton ‘ sis on a _ 2 Ls 
ae a . a ‘ ‘ = mse a i x 
ie mage So | ae i ae t gi ogee nomaemaala nang. te te te Fe ae 
; Z : — eo ee ae a a bi tier clement ae tees oe) ee : 
te ‘ oh) is nay Bo saci a Bs Te me i. z nee ee ea pee a oc i. tae é 
\ ae ae gees! b= pa) «a a i aunt: a : Zz is ie Bee eet Ar [area . ; 
| “ec — .. % = aa NM eeeeee "ne peat oes a 
4 ei MS Le Bia ate): hie ihe Bret alc: ee 5, annem peas aim 2 Rates: 
; ‘ es Radar sss eaeins | ee iS a a eee pe ies ‘ui a ae ee Bo: ie 
j = . Sa Seliggmmt a os <i ee ee. Ly sree eas i Of 2a ne Soto vo pee oad Pig 
’ tiie co IRR a —— aa 2) oa Gale 
SEE eS en : ‘ ae ee a ey ee e 
d, ra a | Cia we 
. ; if oe! i oie ice = oe ae oe a | ee ° Cae . ” : F 
: ae ee ee te Nei Bod oi er ee yt a eS = , 
Weg: i: poke Sai: ee = ee 4 td 5 pba! Fie re os EF OB Hy at a ae eS eee Pe: F “ x . . . . 
‘i oN aaa Reta MM os pon af ok) Sr Seer = ar a. — ay, ashy 
ans ae ee a eee oon Oe eae cee a 5 a eR Mai A = aes ge ore & > ia 
— = a a. ene MN ge Rg Los iaet os PS: 8s ae ce RE Ga ee a ee: | re avian) te eee ite 2 a 
_ Por rn Ay rae Oe iar ai et NS 2 SHecae eicce By ane oe ae arm 23> | eee Be So). 
b> « aa, ne ogo SS ese eae. ies Ss pie oo ee ae a. 
ae Sa eos * Poet a eee aes ¥ Bet 
sy <0 ae, 7 a. a AP. ih Ss ce 
‘icy bu) 


1934 V-12 Sedan. The angle of the picture helps to balance the 
hood against the big body. Owned by member C.W. Wallerich 


The body was increased in width enough to allow the 
doors to be lengthened to nearly running board level, the hood 
and grill were styled after the V-12, with the cowl panel vir- 
tually eliminated. Ordinarily club sedans looked best with rear 
mounted spares, but the catalog for 1934 showed all models 
with side mounted spares, probably in order to cover up the 
diverging lines of the front door opening and the hood- a good 
example of the styling flaws that show up in many attempts 
to restyle a good design in a more modern mode. At the rear 
the trunk was now of steel and integral with the body (though 
the catalog still showed it with a leather trunk) and it appears 
to share the same lid used on the V-12 Brougham. Fenders 
received skirts, and the over all results were not too bad for 
an operation that must have been done on a very tight budget 
However, Howard Franklin and the late John Burns both said 
that workmanship on these models was not up to the standards 
set by the Series 16 and earlier Franklins. This was because 
the company was really in a state of receivership, being run 
by a bank appointed general manager. 

The advantages of the short coupled body are again apparent 
when the Club Brougham of the Vi2 (Series 17) is compared 
to the regular three window sedan. Again the spare tire is 
rear mounted so as not to detract from the massive hood 
which seems at least as important as the body behind it. (As 
a matter of fact, this is almost literally the case, as_ this 
Brougham model really hasn’t any more usable space in it, 
even luggage wise, than a Volkswagen, though it weighs almost 
as much as four Volkswagens.) On the sedan, however, the 
hood is overwhelmed anyway, so that the spare might just as 
well be moved forward to pull some of the weight, visually and 
actually, in that direction. Despite its tremendous size and 
weight, both contrary to Franklin traditions in the first place, 
the V-12 was not as successful in portraying mass as was, for 
example, the contemporary Packard V-12. Despite the fact 
that the vertical grill bars of the Franklin V-12 are actually 6” 
longer than those on a Packard V-12, the grill does not look as 
big or as impressive. And since impressivness was one of 
the big objectives the bank-appointed General Manager had 
when he insisted on building the V-12 series in the manner 
of a truck, it could not be said that the styling was entirely 
successful. One reason is that this car represented an early 
example, and Franklin’s first example of the transition from 
a flat grill to the vee-type. Stylists soon discovered that the 
effect was much better in a vee-type front if the grill shell 
itself was painted right in with the hood panels, with 
only the grill bars done in chrome. (The L29 Cord saw 
this truth from its beginning in 1929.) Another flaw in the 
V-12 styling probably can be laid right at the doorstep of 
our highly respected and honored member and former 
Chief Research Engineer at Franklin, Carl Domans This 
is not intended as a criticism of Carl but we are reminded 
of a cartoon we saw recently which was suggested by what cars 
would look like if each of the various departments in an auto- 
mobile company had everything its own way in design. The 
engineering department came up with something that 
looked like a Bugatti sport car, all engine and little else; 
the safety engineer had in mind something that resembled 
a football with wheels on it; ..the sales department had a 
Roman juke box, all in chrome; the styling department had 
a design so sleek you couldn’t even get into it; and the 
body engineers turned up with a design that was stamped 


5. Uh, Oh, Carl, you’re getting yours.....Ed 
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in two halves with a rivited seam right down the center. 
Carl, in our opinion. was allowed to get out of hand a 
bit when the V-12 was made. He stuck the carburetor right up 
at the highest point where it suited him best, then put an air 
cleaner on top of that (a specially designed thin one, we'll 
admit).Now sound engineering may have dictated this, we don't 
know, but we do know that just a few years ago, some chap in 
Minnesota stuffed a Franklin V-12 engine under the fiat hood 
of a Lincoln Continental and made it work. And since this was 
possible, we can’t help but wonder if Carl somehow couldn't 
have whacked off about 6’ from the height of this engine. 
Because, if the hood and top lines could have been lowered that 
much, the V-12 would have been much better looking than it 
was, and it was a good looking car even despite this. 


Certainly, one of the most beautiful Franklins ever built was 
the 1931 Phaeton with Merrimac body. Again we have a close 
coupled body, but here we go way beyond the Speedster in the 
sacrifice of utility to beauty. But look at those beautiful rolled 
cowls! No windows, a real wind in the face job and Aunt 
Harriet hated the thing. Merrimac made the body for this car 
and according to a squib in a society magazine of that day, it 
was made especially at the order of a Mr. Stillman Kelly II of 
Lexington, Massachussetts. Usually such customs were run off 
in batches of six or twenty-five or so, but its possible that this 
was a one-off. If it was, then someone at the Franklin Company 
was really asleep, sound asleep. The car, or one like it, belongs 
today to member Robert Thompson of Southport, Connecticut, 
and is in fine condition. 

While generally sedans are not the most desired body type, 
among classic enthusiasts, Franklin built several highly 
desirable models which were essentially four door sedans. The 
Dietrich Speedster is one. Another was the 1931 Custom Sport 
Sedan designed by Dietrich and built by Walker, the same firm 
that built the stock Franklin bodies. In my opinion, this car is 
easily one of the most beautiful of all Franklins. Where the 
Speedster was squared off and dynamic in appearance, this 
sedan derives its quiet beauty through a subtle combination of 
curves and compound curves. Compound curves were relatively 
rare in 1931, except with fenders and one or two standard 
points on the body. This sedan represents an early example of 
blending more advanced metal working techniques with the 
older, functional, but box-like sedan. Its beauty is that it shows 
this advanced metal working skill as applied to a clean funct- 
ional design, before this same advanced skill degenerated into 
what is now a contest to torture metal into ever more grotesque 
shapes. From the picture, it appears possible that this car had 
an all metal top. 

Another car that rates very high on my list of the most 
choice Franklin classics is the 1931 convertible Sportsman’s 
Cabriolet by Brunn & Co. Brunn bodies were famous for their 
combination of good styling and very thorough construction. 
To borrow a phrase we read somewhere, a door ona Brunn body 
closed with a soul satisfying thump (as opposed to the lid on 
the garbage can effect common to many modern cars). Once 


The author’s 1934 Series 17. A V-12 Club Brougham 
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again we find ourselves with a close coupled body with the 
trunk and rear mounted spare, emphasising the relative size of 
the hood. This cabriolet style or type was used by most custom 
body builders on probably every make during the classic era, 
and it is easy to see the same basic clements that were used ten 
years later to make the extraordinarily beautiful Lincoln Cont- 
inental Convertible Cabriolet of 1940. As with the Franklin 
Custom Sport Sedan described earlier, the Continental 
benefitted from more modern metal working methods by the 
restrained use of compound curves. 

In case you missed it, that little dash of acid concerning 
“restrained use” was placed there as an excuse to diverge for 
a moment to another topic that is dear to my heart: modern 
styling Actually, during recent years we have been subjected 
to such an all out orgy of vulgarity from Detroit that “styling” 
has become almost a bad word. This is unfortunate, but the 
reaction in some quarters against styling as such has become 
so strcng that I have even read of serious plans to market 
a particularly ugly and plain looking vehicle that was 


designed originally as a taxi and created with utility 
as_ the only consideration. Well, I don’t think it will 
sell. Styling, good styling, has an important function 


and, with modern manufacturing techniques, some truly new 
and beautiful machines can be made if Detroit can be coaxed 
back onto the right track. Ghia of Italy proved this with his 
design for the Volkswagen Karmann-Ghia coupe, one of the 
finest looking machines ever built. However, this compliment 
isn’t intended in any way to detract from the merits of the 
utilitarian Volkswagen sedan which, contrary to many publish- 
ed opinions, I consider one of the most pleasing designs on the 
market today. There is a place for both style and utility. The 
trouble is that today, with a very few exceptions, we are not 
getting either of these ingredients out of Detroit. In this city, 
thinking has become so enmeshed with the policies of “conspic- 
uous consumption” and “planned obsolescence” that all we are 
being offered is a lot of fake air scoops, port holes, tin rockets, 
and 14” rollers for wheels. Fortunately, it would appear now 
that the educational impact of the little Volkswagen is making 
it harder and harder to kcep cramming these policies down the 
throats of the American public, which is beginning to think 
more and more in terms of back yard swimming pools, summer 
cabins, hi fi sets, motor boats, trips to Europe---in short, any- 
thing worth while as compared to the futile rat race of trying 
to maintain ones relative position in the sea of chrome and 
gold anodized junk from Detroit. 


When criticized on these grounds, Detroit invariably comes 
back to its argument that its policies are necessary to our 
dynamic economy and way of life, that to design cars of real 
beauty that would be built to endure many years would upset 
our whole economy. Nonsense! With evidence at every hand 
of our whole culture’s all too frequent inability to distinguish 
between what is beautiful and admirable and what is course 
and ugly, we might spend more time examining our most basic 
precepts of life. In the whole picture, automobiles and the 
automobile industry are a trifling detail. And though that 
trifling detail is all that we are concerned with in this little 
article, I have digressed here momentarily to show that this 
issue, like every other one before man, can be taken all the 
way back to the most fundamental concepts of life itself. I am 
not philosopher enough to properly express this, but do have 
a feeling that this ugliness in automobile styling is just one 
small symptom of an illness which is widespread in our 
society. Our standards of value need revaluation. One good 
way to do this would be to spend more time studying the 
culture of ancient Greece. Incidentally, I have no doubt that 
the Greeks would agree with me in full on this petty issue of 
automobile style. The word “classic” itself implies something 
based on Greek principles in art. 

One indication that there may be a return to something like 
sanity in the automotive field is the rumor that Chevrolet is 
planning to introduce by 1960 an air cooled, horizontally opposed 
six cylinder, rear engine car with four wheel independent 
suspension and with about two feet less length than current 
models. Thai could fill the big utility hole and it could be 
beautiful as well, although the rumor, as I get it, says some- 
thing about a “fake conventional grill up front”. That doesn’t 
sound so good. 

One final note: to my knowledge, some of the most 
interesting Franklin classics have yet to be discovered. I 
refuse to consider any other vossibility than that they are just 
awaiting discovery. The whereabouts of the cars just described, 
the Brunn Cabriolet and the Custom Sport Sedan are unknown 
at the moment. Others that are missing are: the Merrimac 
bodied 1931 four passenger Victoria (a closed club coupe)*, 
the 1931 Tandem Sedan designed by Dietrich and built by 
Walker*, this was a close coupled four door sedan with fully 
concealed door hinges and razor edge styling; the six original 


continued on page 16 
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The Dog House 


continued 

The Dog House received its name from the fact that the 
wear test laboratory idea was quickly conceived and immed- 
iately wanted. So, before the outside covering was on the walls, 
laboratory engineers were inside operating engines on the 
three dynamometers. Other workman looking in at the testing 
remarked, “Three dogs in a house”. So, henceforth, even after 
completion, the building was called the Dog House. This name 
became official and was used in reports to management. 

It was in the Dog House that all types of testing were 
carried out. These included engine calibration for horsepower 
output, cooling tests, economy runs and, for the first time in 
the industry, accelerated wear tests. In these the use of an 
abrasive of known size was fed into the carburetor and com- 
parative wear measured after usually 10,000 miles or 30,000,009 
revolutions (1 mile - 3000 r.p.m.). 


t was in the Dog House that the boys installed an electric 
seat in the men’s room. It was designed to hurry along a young 
engineer by the name of Hatch. Everything went according to 
design until, by mistake, the “electric charge” was administered 
to Mr. Stellman, the Chief Engineer. Quite naturally, the door 
flew open and out came Mr. Stellman. On that day the electric 
seat passed out of existence by orders from above. 

The tunds for the Research Laboratory were approved by 
Mr. Franklin when Ed Marks presented the plans and the need 
aces by Jack Flannery, Laboratory Engineer, and my- 
self. 

To us, the laboratory was outstanding. In it were mounted 
two double ended Sprague electric dynamometers and a 
Sprague elcctric chassis dynamometer. Then, of course, the 
necessary instruments were provided with the facilities for 
calibration and repair. 

One of the dynamometers backed up to the refrigerator with 
a connecting shaft running through the refrigerator wall. This 
permitted an engine down to 25 degrees F. below zero to be 
tested for power and for many other characteristics. 

In these tests we found that with S.A.E. 4o oil at even zero 
degree F. the engine did not develop enough power to over- 
come the friction caused by the heavy oil. It was these findings 
that influenced Mr. Feiner, the Chemical Engineer, to advocate 
low viscosity oils with their low friction for winter operation. 
Later he advocated such oil for use throughout the year. This 
decision was primarily based on tests which Jack Flannery, 
Bob Merithew, and I ran in the new Research Laboratory. 
These particular tests showed that high viscosity oil, with the 
resulting higher friction, operated at higher temperatures. This 
was directly opposite to the public opinion that heavier oils 


cooled an engine. As an example, the crankcase oil at 3000 
r.p.m., full throttle, would reach a steady temperature of 225 
degrees F. with S.A.E. 40. With S.A.E. 20, the temperature 
would decrease to 200 degrees F., with S.A.E. 50 would increase 
to 235 degrees F. These tests were published in The American 
Petroleum News in 1931, the first information on this subiect. 

continued on page 22 


Russell Brunen, member from Danielson, Connecticut urges 
consideration of his candidacy for award of the Dumb Bell 
of ’59, and offers this picture in support of his claim as well 
as the following information. 

“you should crown me King of the Dumb Bells as this was 
a whole sedan in running condition when I got it. At the time 
all I cared about was antiques and a sedan had no place in my 
heart. I spent all Winter stripping every bit of paint from 
the whole car. In the Spring I cut the body off leaving the 
cowl and floor. Next I cut a foot out of the chassis. The 
windshield is from a Model A, the side wings from a Stude- 
baker, seat and gas tank from a fire engine and the trunk I 
found in Dublin, New Hampshire. Fenders, splash pans and 
running gear are black, the rest is red. Since getting into 
Classics sure wish I had left it alone!” 

Sorry, Russ, but we are not going to back you for the award. 
We kind of sneakingly like this jigger. 


Sho Franklin as a Classic 


concluded 
prototypes said to have been built of the Series 17 V-12, as it 
would have been built had the bank appointed General Manager 
not interfered, had a 137” wheel base and 4400 lb wt. vs the 
144” wheel base and three ton weight of the bankers car),: the 
1930 Avion Sedan by Holbrook*. I am not sure, but I believe 
this was a fabric covered body on a spruce frame similiar to 
the famous Weymann Stutz: the beautiful 1930 convertible 
sedan by Locke*; the “Convertible Roadsters” of 1929 and 1930* 
as supplied by Derham, easily the most handsome of the many 
different convertible coupes offered during those years; 

So you see, there’s still lots of very good hunting left. It’s 
probable that examples of these cars are going to turn up in 
time. Custom cars like these frequently found their way to the 
estates of the very wealthy and often cars that earned the 
affection of such people also earned a stall for life. Even in 
my own little mountain community of Oracle, 40 miles from 
Tucson, such an estate recently disposed of the following: 
a 1914 four cylinder Cadillac Touring; a 1919 Studebaker Tour- 
ing; a 1929 Model A Roadster in mint condition; a 1931 
Cadillac V-12 sedan convertible with 17,000 original miles and 
in spotless condition; a 1939 Plymouth Station Wagon; and a 
1941 Cadillac Fleetwood 60 Special, the last time the name 
“Fleetwood” ever meant anything on an automobile. This was 
a compact four door sedan nicely styled in the manner of a 
convertible sedan and this particular car had gone only 650 
miles from the time it was new® Mint? Brother, you don’t 
know what the word means. 

If that could happen so recently in a little place like 
Oracle, then you can be certain that across this whole country 
there are going to be some similar caches of Franklins just 
waiting to be discovered. So good hunting, 
good hunting! 


6. The man says this is no misprint,—650 miles.....Ed 


* Pictures of these cars may be found in ACN No. 5 
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The 


The Meredith designed “Franklin Jet Airman - Series 20” was on the drafting 
board during late Winter of 1952. This was Mr. Meredith’s conception of the Franklin 
in modern dress, as it might have been if the Company had continued and if they had 
not long before abandoned their characteristic hood lines. 

There is a striking resemblance between this drawing board Franklin and the actual 
Rolls - Royce Silver Cloud of seven years later. Pretty well establishing the point 
Meredith wished to bring out. To the best of our knowledge Rolls - Royce has not 
changed their radiator design in over fifty years, yet have managed to integrate it 


into a most pleasing overall style. 


DANSK VETERANBIL 
KLUB of Denmark has voted an 
Honorary Membership to our 
President, Dr. George S. Boyer. 
THE H. H. FRANKLIN CLUB 
in turn, has appointed Mr. O. T. Teel 
Chairman of the Danish Club, a 
Guest Member. With us a Guest 
Member is a full fledged voting 
member and we welcome Mr. Teel to our ranks. 

The letter of appointment to Dr. Boyer states, in part: 
“DANSK VETERANBIL KLUB works mostly as an auto 
historical society; it arranges club meetings, excursions etc. 
The club tries to preserve all cars of auto-historical interest 
starting with the 1886 Danish-built Hammel car.” 

It is of further interest to note that certain members of 
this Club brought the Hammel to England a few years ago 
and successfully completed the famed Brighton Run. Iron 
tires, candle lamps..no trailer.not quite American practice ! 


The Estan Imlers of Arizona paid us a much too short visit 
recently. They were in the East to attend the graduation of 
their son from the U.S. Military Academy. 

We enjoyed a long gabfest about many things. A word or 
two about Franklins, they have a 1906 D; his finding, with 
the aid of Don Colee, a pre Civil War steam engine in the 
hills around Seligman and the subsequent recovery of the 
engine and its transport, along with a 1912 REO found at the 
same site, to the Imler barn in Phoenix; tales of his days as 
a mule riding guide on the Bright Angel Trail; much interest- 
ing talk about modern bow hunting, and the jungle bow of the 
last war; something about the technique of helicopter flying, 
he’s an honest to goodness chopper driver with the Air Force 
Zeserve (We thought there were no real ones, only ones 

e’ve seen flew with Steve Canyon). We talked of missiles 
and OXss and the Ground Sloth and geology and guano caves 
in the Grand Canyon. 

We mentioned cars occasionally and he told us that the best 
thing he has found for tight, rusty studs is an application of, 
Sloan’s Liniment (Honest to John!) 


He also told us that he had hastily assembled Colee’s 
CAMERON for the pictures we requested and managed to get 
the steering gear and gearshift in backwards. The change gear 
lever should be on the driver’s right. 

He also said there is a good possibility of a Western 
contingent, probably somewhat small, for the 1960 Trek. We 
must shop for a red carpet! 


Judge Jonathan Tibbitts of Central Valley, California has 
been awarded a fine pair of steel rimmed spectacles, with case, 
for being the first one to note our blooper on the 1905 Truck in 
the last issue. We commented that this appeared to be 
Franklin’s first use of demountable rims. The Judge spotted 
them as being the old Fisk bolt on tires, which we should have 
well known as we are of an age to have seen many of them. 


For four faithful years Stanley 
Wilkinson has handled the finances 
of the Club. While the Board has 
elected Stan to the office of 
Treasurer for four years, actually 
the job was in the hands of Wilkin- 
son and Wilkinson, for Mrs. Wilkin- 
son, “Eddie” to most of us, did much 
of the spade work from the beginning 

In the last year or so Eddie has 
really been our Treasurer for the 
development of his’ restoration 
. business has taken almost all Stan’s 
waking hours. In addition to her own ceramics business Eddie 
is naturally, the accountant for the new business during such 
infrequent hours as are not demanded by their young son, 
Randy. 

During a recent weekend visit with our family, the 
Wilkinsons told us that they cannot again undertake the 
management of ovr finances. They are not resigning but 
cannot accept reelection. So, a big hand to Wilkinson and 
Wilkinson, especially to Eddie, for her goodworks in the Club 
interest 1s unknown to most of us. 
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An interesting picture from Mr. Hubbard's collection showing a Model D that was 
converted to all around electric lights in 1907 by the Apple Electric Company. The 
kerosene side and tail lights as well as the acetylene headlights were converted with 
suitable fittings and current was supplied by an Apple Dynamo and storage battery. 
An unusual type of electric horn is also fitted, apparently a siren of some style. 
The picture on page 16 of this same car is from our own collection and shows the 
car festooned with 260 electric bulbs. Taken at night during parade honoring the 
Wright Brothers. 18 
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To help illustrate Carl Doman’s story on the Series IOC 
Howard Franklin had sent us a very fine picture of a IOC at 
a 1942 Massachusetts wedding. As Howard had no idea of the 
people concerned we mentioned that fact, hoping that some 
member might be able to come up with its story. Not too 
long afterwards we received these pictures and the letter 
from member Albert Coolidge. 


20 January, 1959 
Editor, Air Cooled News 
Box 585 
Cumberland, Maryland 
Dear Sir, 


The history (to date) of the 10C touring car pictured on page 16 of the 
October issue is as follows: 


It belonged originally to Mr. Earl E. Ferry, proprietor of a lumber yard 
in Pittsfield, Massachusetts. In the fall of 1986 1 spent a few days there, 
and noticed it standing daily in front of his offiice. At that time I was ber 
ginning to feel apprehensive about the longevity of Richard, my good gray 10B 
touring car, and I told Mr. Ferry that if and when he decided to retire his 10C 
i wished he would let me know. In the event, \it became my property on the 
sixteenth of December, and I named it Dichard (a cross between Dick and Richard 
which (J had used as a nick-name for a echoot-mate many years before). Since that 
time Richard has been based at Greensboro, Vermont, for summer service, and Dich- 
ard has worked out of Cambridge, except for one winter when he was on loan to my 
son in Belmont. 


In 1942 my daughter Elizabeth married Thomas Winship, and they chose Dichard 
for their honeymoon iin the Berkshires. Dichard was polished fit to kiil, and 
proyided with a sealed envelope, to be opened only in case of emergency, contain- 
ing instructions and suggestions. The. picture: shows.the take-off, with the 
groom's brother at the wheel (as far as the first etreet-corner). The envelope 
was never opened, and the few days with Dichard in the Berkshires were an auspici- 
ous beginning to a wonderfully happy partnership. One of Tom's aunts, Edna Win- 
ship of the Vermont State Legislature, knew Mr. Franklin quite well, and no doubt 
it was through her that the picture found its way into his albua. ; 


The Winships are now Living nearby in Lincoln. You may be interested in 
this picture of Dichard (sporting home-made direction-signals) at their place 
last June. The girl behind the wheel and the boy who has been skiing are ay 
grandchildren. A picture of Dichard and me appeared in the Harvard Alumni 
Bulletin for 24 May, 1958, but does not do either of us justice. I also enclose 
8 picture of Richard, with another daughter and set of grandchildren, taken last 
sumer. Since in Vermont it is legal to drive at 14 if an adult is ghong; ali 
my children learned to drive with Richard, and now my grandchildren have vegun. 
Finally, I am sending a picture of the Franklin boys in Belmont in 1950, with ay 
son piloting Dichard and me Hichard. 

1 don't believe that many other cars have given so many people so much fun 
for so many years as these two. 


Suncerely yours, 


Abad rages Coolidge 
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Cooled 


This material on the little known 
venture into air cooling by FORD in 1904 
has been in our files for two years. Our 
hope of unearthing some real pictures of 
this car has not materialized so there seems 
to be little point in holding it any longer. 

While it apparently never saw the market 
some of the design details are well worth 
study. Among the advanced features are 
the aluminum crank case with enclosed 
timing gears; the mechanically operated 
inlet valves; a foot throttle and the 
endeavor toward controlled air flow by 
the sheet metal enclosures of cylinders 
and fan bladed flywheel. The spark plugs 
in series is an interesting attempt at 
simplification, used, we believe, in certain 
other early cars. Mounting a commutator 
outside the hood and exposed to the 
elements was poor engineering, for cer- 
tainly as late as 1904 this should have been 
understood. 

Perhaps more faith in the principle of 
air cooling might have led to the develop- 
ment of an excellent engine instead of the 
reported lack of success that led Mr. Ford 
to abandon it in favor of the model B. We 
never rode in a model B but we did do a 
bit of mileage, years ago, in a 1906 N. As 
we seem to recall it Mr. Ford had not 
overcome all his difficulties by going 
back to water cooling. 

We think this is an interesting design 
and appreciate the assistance given us by 
the Ford organization. 

The detailed description that follows is 
taken from The Horseless Age of that 
period. 


Ford ffotor'Company, 


Mr. A. H. Amick 

Air Cooled News 

The H. H. Franklin Club 
Cumberland, Maryland 


Dear Mr. Amick: 


I must apologize for the delay in answering your 
letter. I hope that the completeness of information 
contained in the enclosed photostats will compensate 


for this delay. 


THE AMERICAN ROAD 
DEARBORN, MICHIGAN 


May 28, 1957 


I am sorry to say that we have no drawings nor 
photographs of the 1904 air-cooled Ford other than 
what is reproduced here from the Horseless Age. 
This automobile was, to our knowledge, never sold 


to the public. The air-cooled engine proved unsat- 


isfactory and Mr. Ford replaced the air-cooled en- 


gine with a water-cooled four-cylinder engine in 1905. 
This car than known as the Ford Model B was sold in 


1905 as a standard production Ford automobile. 


I hope you find this information useful and 
that you will feel free to write to me if any addi- 
tional data is required. 


Vs 


Sincerely yours, 


lary EE donete, 


Henry E. Edmunds 


Archivist 
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The Ford Motor Company exhibited at 
Detroit Show their new 14 horsepower 
@::: car, of which a plan and an ele- 
tion are shown herewith. The engine 
has four upright cylinders cast with radi- 
ating flanges, and is located at the front of 
the car under a close fitting narrow hood. 
The inlet and exhaust valves are located in 
the head of the engine and both are mechan- 
ically operated through push rods and 
short walking beams. The cam shaft and 
cam shaft gears are enclosed within the 
aluminum crank casing. The crank shaft 
has five bearings in the casing. A rectang- 
ular flange is cast on the upper end of 
the cylinders, and to the sides of this flange 
and to the crank casing are bolted sheet 
metal side plates, to form a housing over 
the flanged cylinders. The casing is open 
at the forward end and provided with an 
extension at the rear end fitting closely 
to the side of the rim of the flywheel. The 
spokes of the flywheel have the shape of 
fan blades, and the fly wheel acts as a fan, 
drawing air through the housing surround- 
ing the cylinders. The crank case of the 
engine is provided with removable end 
plates and with an inspection door at its 
bottom. The engine has practically a three 
point support, being secured to the forward 
cross member of the frame by two adjacent 
brackets extending forward from the cas- 
ing, and to the main frame bars by lateral 
brackets at the rear end of the casing. The 
upper portion of the hood is hinged, and 
can be thrown back, and the forward end 
of the hood is provided with a wire screen 
to allow free circulation of the air. The 
ine is designed to develop its rated 
@::; at 950 revolutions per minute. The 
inders are 3% x44 inches. 

Ignition is by jump spark with two 
spark coils arranged in a case on the dash- 
board, and a double commutator located 
on the forward end of the cam shaft, out- 
side of the hood. The current for ignition 


is furnished by a spark generator. The 
spark plugs of the two outer cylinders are 
connected in series, and the plugs of the 
two inner cylinders are also connected in 
series, so that a spark is produced in both 
cylinders of a pair at each revolution of 
the crank shaft. By this arrangement it is 
possible to spark four cylinders with only 
two coils, without the use of a high ten- 
sion commutator. The low tension com- 
mutator used is a double commutator, each 
half controlling the current in one of the 
ignition circuits. The engine is supplied 
with gas by means of a Kingston carbur- 
etor arranged at the side of the crank case, 
and provided with a throttle valve which 
is controlled by a foot lever. The lubricat- 
ion of the engine bearings is effected by 
means of a pressure feed lubricator 
operated by gas pressure, as in the Ford 
runabout. This lubricator is arranged 
between the engine and the dashboard. 

The change speed gear is the regular 
Ford planetary gear, giving two forward 
speeds and one reverse, with direct drive 
for the high speed. The forward end of 
the change speed shaft is bolted to the 
engine flywheel, and the rear end is 
supported in a bearing on a casting fast- 
ened to the side members of the frame and 
the rear engine brackets, as plainly shown 
in the plan of the car herewith. The drive 
to the rear axle is by shaft and bevel gear, 
with only a single universal joint at the 
forward end. The shaft is encased in a tube 
which takes care of the reaction of the 
bevel gear drive. The ratio of reduction of 
the rear axle driving gear is 3 to I. 


The car weighs complete 1,400 pounds, 
making 100 pounds for every horse power 
of the engine. The gasoline tank of 20 
gallons capacity is located under the front 
seat. The body is a side entrance tonneau, 
seating five passengers, and the front seat 
is divided. 


= 


o 


The frame is constructed of pressed 
steel, and is supported by long semi- 
elliptic springs at both ends. The rear 
springs are shackled both at the forward 
and rear end, and the front springs only 
at their rear end. As shown in the plan, 
both sets of springs are swung out from 
the frame to reduce the strain on the axles. 
The rear axle is the usual encased live 
axle, and is mounted on four roller bear- 
ings. The wheels are of the wood artillery 
type, 30 inches in diameter, and shod with 
3% inch detachable tires. The hubs are 
provided with brake drums for the 
emergency brake. The front axle is aI 
13-16 inch heavy walled steel tube, to which 
the forked axle ends are pinned and brazed, 
The connecting rod of the steering gear 
is located forward of the front axle, and 
has forked connections, while the connect- 
ions of the rod between the right hand 
steering knuckle arm and the lever arm of 
the worm and sector gear are of the ball 
and socket type. A small lever for controll- 
ing the spark is arranged on the steering 
column underneath the steering wheel. 
The speed changing gear is operated by a 
side lever and a pedal, the side lever 
giving the low speed when in its rearward 
position, and the high speed when in the 
forward position, and the pedal controls 
the reverse. A second pedal, provided with 
a ratchet locking device, is used to apply 
the hub brakes. 


It probably looked like this 
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Thank you Wham 


continued 

Coming down the West slope of Bear Garden Mountain 

another Thank You Ma’m was too much for our remaining 

glass. This one took out all the glass in, one headlight and a 

small part in the other one. One was hopelessly out of action 

but we took off the other one and added it to the back seat 
junk collection. 


By this time we knew that we would have to finish the run 
after dark so as we banged over the Cacapon River into the 
little village of Capon Bridge* we decided to stop and work 
out seme sort of usuable repair to our one headlight. Most of 
the glass in that one remained but as we were in the days of 
Prest-o-lite it had to be sealed against the wind. Perhaps it 
was in a blacksmith shop, maybe it was a general store, but 
we managed to cut out a piece of roofing tin to fit the lost 
area of glass and mount it in the headlight door. We then tied 
a knot in the other tube, added a tire tape bandage to the 
burner and again took off, hoping it would work when called 
upon but without time for testing. 


(*Our typesetter is not at fault. The separate spelling is correct.) 


Except for the eventual lighting of our one lamp some time 
later...it worked all right...this was our last stop. Right outside 
of this village was our steepest and longest climb, Cacapon 
Mountain. A charging, bouncing but fast climb in middle and 
we were close into Romney. 


Swinging north here we headed toward Frankford and the 
last lap into home port. The Blue Book of that day says, 
“.the twelve miles between Frankford and Cumberland is over 
an excellent road, it has been made in forty minutes”. And for 
that day I guess it was “excellent”. 


Out of Frankford, through the shallow ford of Pattersons 
Creek, about a dozen rolling. lurching, twisting, “excellent” 
miles and then the lights of Ridgeley, we were almost in now. 
Through Ridgeley and a rattling passage of the Blue Bridge 
to it’s North end, our one light still blazing away, Maryland, 
Cumberland, we pulled over to the curb somewhere and the 
WU boys punched their clock. Quick calculations corrobor- 
ated later, gave us a speed of twenty-one and a fraction miles 
the hour, an elapsed time of seven hours and twenty minutes. 
Handsomely inside the old nine hour barrier. 


Then to tote up our gains and losses. One headlight burning, 
and, miraculously. the tail light still there and burning, though 
quite usclessly for certainly no one was following us. Three 
lights rattling around the tonneau floor, a droopy windshield 
frame sans glass. one messed up jump seat tied down on the 
floor, or rather to the footrest. But we had all our fenders, 
all our springs and the same tires we started with. We also 
had a new record that was to stand for a comfortable period 
and an astronomical number of bruises. 


My Father was slight and slender...I was too at that time... 
but tough physically. Hoffman had the wheel to hang onto, I 
had the blessedly stout robe rail but Father had nothing, he 
bounced around on those damned roads like a lone bolt in a 
bucket. Despite his toughness he was a mass of bruises and 
even after almost a day in bed...(a completely unknown event 
in family history)...it took all his innate loyalty to smile assent 
— the subject of Franklin easy riding happened to be ment- 
ioned. 


Washington to Cumberland in seven hours and twenty 
minutes. It had an almost heroic sound in Nineteen Ten. 


The Dog House 
conclude fi ( 


I n the new Research Laboratory the side draft Series 14 
engine was developed in 1929 for the 1930 Franklin Car. It 
developed more power per cubic inch than any American 
engine except the Duesenberg. Furthermore, it cooled 
perfectly at 150 degrees F. This was accomplished by shutting 
all the windows of the laboratory, turning on the steam heat, 
opening the throttle on the engine, and loading the engine 
to hold it constant at 3000 r.p.m. A recording pyrometer gave 
us a record of the operating temperatures. 

Quite naturally, no one could remain in the room with the 
engine, but usually I was elected to start the test and then dash 
in at the close and shut off the engine. Yes, Franklin engines 
cooled better than any indirect (water cooled) air cooled 
engine ever built. 

The engines used to power “Cannon Ball” Baker’s race cars 
were tested on the dynamometers in the Research Laboratory. 
But we always telt that “Bake” distrusted the results, even if, 
apparently willingly, he paid off our various bets by handing 
me a $5 bill and saying, “Carl, it was worth this to find that 
out. Buy your own hat.” 

Another engine of which we were proud was the one built 
for Al Johnson of Vandalia (Dayton) and tested by him in the 
Waco biplane. This was discussed in a previous issue of “Air 
Cooled News”. 


7 could continue to discuss interesting developments such 
as modern combustion chambers, proper spark plug locations 
and cooling tests, but I will conclude by referring briefly to 
the Franklin 12 cylinder. This engine was first conceived by 
Glen Shoemaker, ‘then Research Engineer, in 1927. It was 
designed by one of the greatest designers ever to live, 
the late John Rogers. Before the design was completed, Glen 
Shoemaker left Franklin to join Mr. Kettering at General 
Motors Research, so it became my responsibility to direct 
the project. 

The first engine reached the dynamometer room in the { 
summer of 1928. For a few days it appeared that it would 
never run on 12 cylinders, but eventually it was found that 
the distributor cap markings were incorrect. Once the error 
was corrected, the engine performed very nicely. It was next 
installed in a Series 137 car and, quite naturally, we all, from 
Mr. Franklin down, were enthusiastic. The performance was 
outstanding, the engine was smooth, but no decision to manu- 
facture a car with this engine was made until Mr. McEwen 
in 1932 decided to build the Series 17. Unfortunately, and 
unwisely. he decided to discard the Franklin design-full elliptic 
springs, light weight. Instead, he insisted, over the protests 
of Ed Marks and others, to build a much larger car, incorpor- 
ating Columbia front and rear axles, heavy Parrish frame, 
longer wheel base, new body, and weighing nearly 6000 pounds. 
The true Franklin “12” weighed 4800 pounds, with 6 wire 
wheels ready for the road. 


lease don’t interpret these remarks to indicate that I 
blame the Research Laboratory for the unfortunate Series 17 
car-no- The Research Laboratory was the best in the United 
States for 1930-1933. It had the best of talent assisting me in 
its operation. [t was a monument dedicated to keeping Frank- 
lin out front. Franklin remained out front as long as Mr. 
Franklin, Ralph Murphy, John Williams, Ed Marks, Hugh 
Goodhart. and other great men directed it. Franklin’s down- 
fall started, of course, with the 1929 depression. but was 
culminated with the decision of five banks to send in Mr. 
McEwen to manage. He was called, quite wisely, an “under- 
taker”. Yes, he buried Franklin physically, but not spiritually, 
as Franklin continues because it contributed so much in the 
—. basic elements used in the modern motor cars of the 
world. 

So, you see, my word pictures turned out to be quite long. 
When I recall the past, I can’t help but relive so many 
wonderful days as a member of the Franklin organization. 

This was written on a Saturday afternoon while escaping 
the usual list of household jobs. You see, Christine is down \ 
town shopping. 


Sincerely, 
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sent in by members. 


Cumberland, 


SERIES 15 VALVES 
Member John Reigel, of New Haven, Connecticut writes: 


“T should like to ask the advice of the John Burns Column 
as to valve problems encountered with my Series 15 Dietrich 
Speedster. Every summer as the Touring and Trek season 
comes along the valves give out. I’ve had two sets made so far, 
after failure of the set that came with the car. 

It is possible that valve clearances have been too tight, but 
this seems unlikely since my mechanic, an elderly man of much 
patience and knowledge, has allowed for present hot gas by 
doubling normal clearance on adjustment. 

I would like your opinion on whether the process used in 
replacing the original valves may have de-natured them. My 
valve guides are .003” oversize for some reason hidden in the 
past, and I have had sets made by having oversize Mack truck 
valves turned down, a process of great trouble, time, and con- 
sumption of wealth. Is it likely that this process had simul- 
taneously removed the temper of the metal ?. 

Would you advise on how I might get valves of the correct 
(.003” oversize--as to stem) type made; and whether these 
should be sodium-centre, or of other special characteristics ?. 

Finally, do you think the failure of the overhead valve-oiler 

echanism, repair of which defies the efforts of local mech- 

nics, could be the cause of losing a new set of valves every 
few thousand miles? I keep the oiler pads saturated with 
Mystery Oil, but this process does not insure uniform oiling. 
I have yet to detect dry valve stems, however. 

_ Ah, yes, one thing more. Knowing the process, would you 
instead advise replacing the guides so that they are standard 
size for the Thompson valves which Franklin Auto Service 
furnishes for the Series 15? These valves seemed just too loose 
for use when applied to said guides the last time we went 
around with this problem.” 

Answer by Mr. Buchman: 


“In answer to your letter about your Series 15 valve trouble, 
first always remember we never know just what the other 
fellow has done on these old cars some years back so we must 
be suspicious of everything. Now I would never molest a heat 
treated Thompson valve or any other top grade valve. Get as 
near as possible the right size and if the stem or something 
has to be altered to do it with the guides. Either ream them out 
for larger stems or if smaller then make new ones. 

Now I do believe your valves are holding open when hot. 
On your Series 15 the clearance at the rocker arm should be 
the same at all times although this is not true on older models. 

The adjustment on your vertical valve cage tubes are very 
important. I would suggest loosening both top and bottom 
nut on all cages and next time when assembling first tighten 
down cage on cylinder and also tube at bottom end on valve 
lifter. Then bring lower nut up just snug to bottom of cage 
and then tighten down the top or inside lock nut. This should 
be OK but after you have the rocker arm adjustments made 
just let the covers off for convenience and give the car a 
good run for at least five to eight miles and use the feeler 
gauge again on the valves while the motor is running to be 
sure to hold the heat, anyway the most vital point of all is 
to be sure valves are closing when hot. A little more clearance 
than standard is also good of course. Testing the clearance 
after several runs is also good. 


KING - SEELEY GASOLINE GAUGE 


Major Charles M. Daniel, member from Orange, California 
writes: “In a recent issue in the fine John Burns Column, 
I note that someone talked about replacing the King-Seeley 
hydrostatic gas gauge. Don’t do it. This is the finest gauge 
ever built, and is so easy to service. 


The John Burns Column was formerly personally conducted by the late Mr. Burns. 
In future it will be handled by a board of Franklin engineers and special experts who, 
out of their wide experience, will undertake to assist members with their technical 
problems. In addition it will from time to time, as before, 


contain tips and suggestions 


All cumpegpeutonne for this column should be direct with the Editorial Office at 
: aryland. You will be expected to furnish this office with copies of your 
questions and the answers for possible inclusion in this column. 


In use, a slight amount of the red fluid evaporates. To 
correct this, disconnect the tube leading into the top of the 
gauge. Do this carefully so that you do not break anything; 
better let some penetrating oil soak in for a day or so. Add 
red fluid a drop at a time until red fluid stands at O on 
scale. If you add too much, a broom straw pushed carefully 
into the gauge opening will remove a bit. Now, get a hand 
tire pump, cut the metal fitting off the end, and shove the 
rubber tube over the end of tube previously disconnected 
from gauge. Pump about fifty strokes. Do not use any other 
form of pressure. Connect the tube to gauge. Drive until 
liquid comes up to proper reading. If you can’t wait to see 
the good results, disconnect the gas line at fuel pump or 
vacuum tank and blow air back into gas tank. This will 
immediately bring up the level in gauge. This is a fine gauge, 
have had them on many cars including Franklin, Auburn, 
Reo and Packard. 

Now a question, please: On my Series 16, I would like to 
know if gaskets of any sort should be used between the 
cylinder head and the valve gear assembly. This assembly is 
held down by the nuts of three studs, including the “compen- 
sating” stud. 


Answer by Mr. Doman: 


“The Franklin (King) gasoline gauge was invented by Dr. 
King of the University of Michigan. Loose connections and 
low red fluid were the main troubles. Information Center 
HHFC, can give you source of this fluid. 

Gaskets (Cork) should be used between the cylinder head and 
rocker box, with plenty of oil on the valves. The engine 
becomes very dirty without gaskets.” 


VALVE COVER GASKETS 


Clifford Boram, Maywood, Illinois, asks: 


“The Series 14 parts manual says “attach the valve cover 
cork gasket to the walking beam case with water glass.” 
(Water glass is an aqueous solution of sodium silicate or 
potassium silicate, which hardens when exposed to air). 
Please elaborate. I was planning to shellac these gaskets to 
the valve cover.” 


Answer, Mr. Domon: 

“The cover gaskets could be stuck to either the valve cover 
or the walking beam case satisfactorily; water glass or 
shellac did the job. In our Series 16 coupe, we stuck the 
gaskets to the valve covers.” 


CRANKSHAFT END PLAY 


Mr. Earl Buchman, member of the John Burns Column 
Staff, sends us the following valuable tip on adjustment of 
main bearings: 

“Few mechanics would appreciate the enormous expansion 
of the long aluminum crankcases with their five or seven 
main bearings as used in Franklins. This expansion under 
normal operating temperatures is out of proportion to the 
expansion of the shaft with the result that if not properly 
allowed for will crowd the main bearings and setup a severe 
drag. This should be setup so that the first main bearing 
(of a 4” or 41-4” bore engine) is loose on a .003 feeler gauge, 
the next one at .007, then .o11 and so on until the final rear 
bearing is not less than .027 (More will do no harm). It 
must be emphasized that these measurements are at the REAR 
of each bearing. For cylinder sizes from 31-4” to below 4” 
Mr. Buchman recommends .003 at REAR of front main, 
.006 for the next main and so on until there is not less than 
021 total end play at No. 7. For the early 4%” engine (1911 H) 
he recommends another .oo1 all the way along. 

Careful attention to this end clearance should result in a 
bouncy and lively engine under all conditions.” 
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THD MAREKET PLACcCwH 


Classified advertisements are free to members, subject to 
available space. Advertisements from non-members may — 
accepted, without charge, at the discretion of the Classifi 
Editor. Illustrated advertisements may be accepted if acco 
panied by a clear glossy photograph and a check for $4. 


Members are reminded that misrepresentation in advertise- 
ments may result in their being dropped from the Club rolls. 
They are further reminded that the publishing of their adver- 
tisements entails an obligation to answer all inquiries. 


Henry C. Courten, Editor, Box 127, Bethpage, New York 


FOR SALE 


1925 Model 135 Sedan, six wire wheels, prizewinner at 
Syracuse. excellent condition, many extra parts and tires, 
manual. Photo on request or see Issue No. 6 of Air-Cooled 
News. $650.00 or best offer. Kenneth N. Hagberg, 
44 Lakeside Avenue, Worchester 3, Mass. 

Pair of 1925-56 Series 11 headlights, good condition, Bausch 
and Lomb lenses, parking bulb sockets missing. $25.00 
William Gewand, 532 Dartmouth Ave. Buffalo 15, N. Y. 

1910 Model H Touring, professionally restored, no wear, 
total mileage 13,650; sell for total investment of $4,500.00 
photo for .25 Mark L. Redding, M.D., 238 Frederick Street 
Hanover, Pennsylvania 

1931 Brougham, six wire wheels, 


running, good tires, needs 
minor work, paint; 


chrome and leather for complete 
restoration. Best offer over $200.00 Chris Hannerig 
Rushland, Pennsylvania. 


Standard Tailight lenses for Series 9 and 10., .75 each postpaid; 
tail lamp door and lens assemblies, brand new for Model 130 
only. $3.75 each, postpaid Clifford Boram, 104 Oak Street 
Maywood, Illinois. 

1930 Sedan, 7 passenger. 
black, drive anywhere, 
sedans for parts cars 
Geneseo, New York 

1930 Model 147 Sedan, 7 passenger, 
may be driven anywhere. $400. 
Route 3, Kingston, Tennessee 


1934 Franklin ENGINE, front, rear-ends, springs, 17” wheels, 
etc; only a few made this year. $150.00 Have started install 
under 1930 sedan body and_ chassis. J. Goodman, 
40 College Road, Wellesley, Mass. 

1930 Franklin SEDAN, Engine completely overhauled 
rechecked at 500 miles. Four-speed transmission. Good 19” 
tires. Good for many miles of reliable trouble-free service. 
Get in and drive it away for only $350.00 Parts car available 
if wanted. Can arrange delivery if necessary. G. F. Wood, 
1788 Beacon Street, Brookline, Mass. : 

1928-34: Franklin 6 engine $150.00; rear end complete and in 
good operating condition $50.00; front end same $24.00; 
reverse pitch blower (for better cooling) $20.50;  free- 
wheeling transmission $55.00; crankshaft $60.00; springs, 
cylinders $15.00 pr.; 19” artillery and wire wheels, hubs, rims, 
$5.00 each per set; 17” wheels drop center $10.00 each per set; 
17” tires and tubes $15.00-$40.00. E. Lucey, 7 Brimmer Street, 
Boston, Mass. ’ 

SERIES 135 PARTS: Have a few parts in good used 
condition. W. B. Crump, 7041 Thornhill Drive, Oakland 

. 11, California. 

1929 COUPE with rumble seat. In storage since 1933. Body 
in very good condition. Some dents in hood shell. Blue 
leather upholstery. Gerard J. Bisogno, 1825 62nd Street, 
Brooklyn 4, New York. * 

1926 Franklin Boatail Roadster good ,restorable condition, 
new tires. complete except one rear bumper. good top. 
price firm $750.00 W.S. Abbott. 1322 Washington. Alton. 
Illinios. Phone 33327. i 

1926 Franklin Sedan needs paint and new exhaust pipe only. 
Tires 50%. am second owner. Licensed thru _1956. 
Price $400.00 W.S. Abbott, 1322 Washington, Alton, Illinois. 
Phone 33327. 

1928 Franklin Chassis only. Rebuilt motor, 4 wheel brakes. 
Price $150.00 W.S. Abbott, 1322 Washington, Alton, Illinois. 
Phone 23327. : 

1919 9B Touring. Sale or Trade Dr. Edgar A. Dilks, 
3601 Trindle Road, Camp Hill, Pennsylvania. 


restored, body maroon, fenders 
$1,300.00; two 1930 five passenger 
Clifford Crandall, 19 Center Street 


very sound condition, 
R. W. Lamphere 


WANTED 


Barrel Hood Franklin, restored or unrestored, will pay good 
price. Kenneth B. Butler, 1325 Burlington Road, 
Mendota, [llinois 


For 1932 Series 16, Manuals 
factory bulletins), i 
parts. 


(Service and Owners, plus 
engine parts especially valve systems 


Everett F. Smith. Irvington, Illinois 


For 1927 Series 11B, Headlight lens and stop light lens. 
William Gewand, 532 Dartmouth Ave. Buffalo 15, N. Y. 


For Series 9A, Cloverleaf, top bows and sockets, top hangers 
2 houd hinge pins, crank hole cover, (slip-on type), 
windshield, manual, brake knob, trunk lock cover, 
floorboard footrest. W. B. Harrison, 4136 Dake Avenue 
Palo Alto, California 


For 1934 Olympic, free wheeling transmission in excellent 


condition, for 1907 IHC (Air-Cooled International), 4 hub 
Sanfjord B. Teu, II, 


caps, (1907-12 will fit), and top bows. 
4306 South 36th Street, Arlington 6, Virginia 


LEADS 


Main Leaves, for some Franklin springs, years unknown, 
Troy Spring Works, 520 Congress Street, Troy, N. Y. 
Will an interested member in the area check this lead and 
send informatien to Classified Editor? 


Dismantied Engine, from Series 13, parts seem in fair shape 
Contact W.B. Cramp, 7041 Thornhill Drive, Oakland 11, Calif 


TRADE 


I need two Olympic, crank hole covers and all kinds of 
Franklin literaure, especially parts manuals for Series 9 and 
15. Will trade parts manuals for Series 12, 13 and 14, 
instruction manual for Series 11A. Good used crank hole 
cover for Series 14-16, or new but slightly damaged crank 
hole covers for Series 19. Clifford Boram, 104 Oak Street 
Maywood, Illinois. 


Cover pix credits 


Cover shows grille of Maynard Buchanan car 
Courtesy J.K. Br 


Inside rear cover shows James Beal and his car after the fire. 
By courtesy of Seattle Times 
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NEW FRANKLIN 


AIRMAN 
in Smart New Styling | 


A new ear with a supercharged 
air-cooled airplane engine that 


ean never leak, freeze or boil 


Frequently new Franklin owners tell us that the elimination of 
worry about water alone in previous cars has justified the initial 
price of an air-cuoled car. To them this unconcern about troubles 
and annoyances is complete luxury—true enjoyment which now 
has this new accent of smart styling that so appropriately goes 
with the air-cooled, airplane engine. 


The thrilling feel of power and speed expressed in the new 
lines is alive at your toe tip. The smooth, supercharged, airplane 
engine zooms you over the hills, maintaining an undimming power 
flow even when held at wide open throttle all day. The super- 
charger, without taking extra power to operate, packs the fuel 


charge evenly under pressure into each cylinder, resulting in 
smoother and livelier performance. Yet everything about this 
great engine is simple. The cooling turbine and supercharger 
are keyed direct to the’ crankshaft so that there can never be 
anything to replace or repair. There are a hundred fewer parts 
than in the ordinary water-cooled engine. 


Cushioned riding comfort such as is not possible in any other 
car has its source in Franklin’s full-elliptic springs—rear seat as 
restful as the front. Driving ease and handling in parking or on 
the curves is a revelation. After an all day run you appreciate 
what it means to get out of the car as fresh as when you started. 


See this revolutionary car. The luxurious interior with rich 
upholstery and appointments is designed in the finest taste. 
The new streamlined styling, a modern mode set by the F me) 
Twelve, is in keeping with the progressiveness of the new Air. 
man’s engineering principles. But above all, drive this car. 

Franklin Automobile Company, Syracuse, New York. 


NOW YOU CAN ABANDON WATER -COOLING FOREVER 
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